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ARCHITECTURE AND CONFINEMENT 

FOREWORD 

Ar thur Al len, 07 June 2014 

In rar i f ied air, whe re archi tecture competes w i th 
art, highly regarded designers are occasionally 
given (or take) license t o create heroic works as 
they see f i t . In Frank Lloyd Wr ight 's Guggenheim 
Museum in New York, the creat iv i ty o f t ha t great 
architect chal lenged t w o impor tan t issues. Critics 
stated tha t t he ar t o f t he bui ld ing should not 
overshadow t ha t o f t he exhibits, and tha t a 
spiral, s loping f l oo r is not a suitable p la t fo rm on 
which t o show works o f art. The great major i ty o f 
architects are less presumptuous, and design in 
t andem w i t h the i r clients who invariably hold 
veto power on funct iona l issues. 

I doub t t ha t any architect has ever been asked t o 
prepare a s ta tement of purpose f o r a new 
faci l i ty. This issue becomes interest ing where 
social change is embod ied in t he design and 
operat ion of t he bui ld ing. Where a cl ient and 
architect agree on social objectives, harmony is 
l ikely t o prevai l , bu t t he architect wi l l stil l wo rk t o 
t he satisfaction o f t he cl ient. If a to le rant cl ient 
permits dialogue, change may be negot iated as 

t he wo rk proceeds. If not, the architect can only 
accept orders and proceed on the business 
principle t ha t the cl ient is always r ight. The result 
is t ha t architects, contrary t o the i r fondness f o r 
technical and aesthetic invent ion, t end t o be 
ind i f ferent or resistant on social innovat ion. 
According t o British architect Cedric Price, they 
are always at the tag end of social change. 

Architects can make the i r views known on social 
issues outs ide the f ramework o f the i r own 
practices by crit icism of specific projects. In 1968, 
TAR, The Architect's Resistance, did jus t tha t by 
protest ing the design of an apartheid housing 
project fo r South Africa then being designed by 
Skidmore, Owings, and Merr i l l , Architects, in 
New York. The membersh ip of TAR was an 
assemblage of students, pract it ioners, and 
educators tha t urged architectural part ic ipat ion 
in ant i-war and civil rights activity in the United 
States. Presumably any pract i t ioner involved 
was wi l l ing t o take business risks f r om exposure 
o f views t ha t might antagonize potent ia l clients. 

In t he 1950s and 1960s, as a young architect I 
was privi leged t o be involved in dramatic 
changes t o public psychiatric service in 
Saskatchewan, where buildings were seen and 
used as one agent of those changes. My interest 
in psychiatric conf inement dates f r om 1957. By 
1977 I began t o wr i te , expanding the scope of 
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work t o include the archi tecture of civil 
impr i sonment . I have found some success in 
publ icat ion, and now of fer the articles col lected 
here as a record o f my ef for ts t o understand 
mysel f and the profession in wha t is perhaps its 
most d i f f icu l t area o f work. 

Running th rough the articles the re are t w o issues 
at t he centre o f my concerns on the archi tecture 
o f asylums and prisons - the immora l t r ea tmen t 
o f inmates, and second, where architects serve 
publ ic inst i tut ions tha t fail t o fu l f i l l the i r assigned 
funct ions, architects face a conf l ict of fees 
earned w i t h o u t re turn o f benef i t t o the public. In 
addressing these dif f icult ies I t r y t o keep my feet 
on the ground. I have emot iona l c omm i tmen t t o 
t he work, bu t pract ical i ty o f appl icat ion demands 
a sensible approach. I wan t my wo rk t o be taken 
as construct ive crit ic ism tha t wi l l challenge social 
and educat ional practices in archi tecture w i t hou t 
shaking conf idence in professional and legal 
contro ls o f arch i tectura l service and design. 

When an architect accepts a commiss ion fo r 
design o f a prison tha t requires spaces fo r capital 
pun ishment , t o r t u re , or long-term sol itary 
conf inement , t he re is no doubt about t he cl ient's 
intent ions, o r t j i e i r consequences in practice. 
Before star t ing wo r k the architect wi l l know wha t 
t h e cl ient intends t o do, and wi l l have a choice t o 
make, depend ing on his or her po int o f v iew 

regarding those activities. In t h e 19 and 20 
centur ies when an architect accepted a 
commiss ion for design o f a large asylum to be 
used fo r c rowded storage of untreated patients, 
s imilar questions could have been asked about 
t he architect 's share of responsibi l i ty fo r fa i lure 
o f those inst i tut ions. 

The di f f iculty of mora l choices regarding the 
denial o f human rights in prisons may be 
resolved in t he foreseeable fu tu re . The American 
Inst i tute of Architects Code of Ethics and 
Professional Conduct already has a clause 
suggesting respect for human rights, but t h e 
inst i tu te is now facing a strong pet i t ion f r om 
architects (see websi te of Architects Designers 
and Planners for Social Responsibility,) urging 
proh ib i t ion of design of spaces fo r execution, 
t o r t u re , and long- t e rm sol itary conf inement. 
Wor ld-w ide resistance, including United Nations 
act ion on all th ree practices, leads t o t h e 
l ikel ihood tha t internat ional law wi l l put these 
bruta l activit ies out of act ion. Whether the AIA 
and o ther architectural bodies wi l l support t he 
ef for ts o f the United Nations remains t o be seen. 

The provision of architectural service t o 
inst i tut ions tha t aggravate rather than resolve 
t he problems they are asked t o manage is a 
complex issue arising in the operat ion o f 
conf in ing buildings. It appeared in the design o f 
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asylums and prisons in t he late 19 century by 
wh i ch t ime both bui ld ing types had g rown far 
beyond the i r recommended sizes and 
populat ions, and we re w ide ly known fo r storage 
o f occupants rather than t r e a tmen t and 
rehabi l i tat ion. In Canadian asylums, hospital 
inspectors f requent ly warned tha t endless 
bo redom, due t o t he lack o f occupat ional 
the rapy and o the r act iv ity, was mainta in ing 
menta l illness at high levels. Boredom o f 
incarcerated fe lons is a menta l health prob lem of 
its own , and makes more t roub le by cont r ibut ing 
t o t h e personal and organized violence o f life in 
pr ison. 

The init ial ideal ism and high hopes f o r both 
asylums and prisons did no t last long. By the late 
n ineteenth century t he inst i tut ions were 
crit icized fo r increasing t he burdens o f menta l 
il lness and cr ime. Some asylum super intendents 
and prison wardens protested, but I have found 
no record of publ ished archi tectura l concern on 
t h e subject pr ior t o t h e appearance o f t he March 
1973 issue o f t h e magazine. Architectural Forum. 
In a rare article, ed i to r Wi l l i am Mar l in presented 
a tho rough discussion o f t he state o f American 
impr i sonment at t ha t t ime , including assertions 
t h a t t he na t ion 'was bui ld ing t o o many prisons. 
The article suggested t ha t incarcerat ion of 
dangerous of fenders calls fo r max imum security 

quarters fo r 15% of prison populat ions, and 
urged tha t architects consider w i thdrawa l f r om 
design o f prisons for non-violent inmates in favor 
of a l ternat ive commun i t y management of those 
offenders. 

The proposi t ion t ha t architects can and should 
consider the record of success or fa i lure of the i r 
cl ients' intent ions and operat ions is at t he heart 
o f this prob lem. The s ituat ion becomes acute 
when a public penal inst i tut ion as cl ient asks an 
architect t o design fo r inhumane t r ea tmen t o f 
occupants wh ich some citizens and polit icians 
demand, but wh ich critics claim provides only 
t h e i l lusion of publ ic safety. For example, where 
public fear and anger seek bruta l pun ishment in 
depr ived and crowded condit ions known t o 
aggravate violence and cr iminal activity, even a 
well-designed and constructed bui ld ing tha t 
accommodates and faci l itates immora l and 
ineffect ive operat ions cannot be credited w i t h 
public benef i t . On a prison project, an architect 
may satisfy all requirements o f a code o f 
conduct. If a project is wel l managed, and the 
bui ld ing wel l bui l t , safe, secure, and comfortab le , 
t h e architect can claim a good job , wel l-done. 
Should t he inst i tut ion operate t he bui ld ing w i t h 
immora l , racist, and ineffective activities made 
possible by its walls and locked doors, the 
designer's good work wi l l be nul l i f ied and fees 
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wi l l be wasted. The architect may have honored 
a nar row code o f professional conduct, but 
cannot pretend innocence as t o t he conf l ict o f 
professional and social ethics in t he work . 

I respect exist ing codes o f professional conduct 
where they insist on integr i ty, honesty, and 
di l igent design in matters o f s t ructura l and life 
safety o f bui ld ing occupants. I d i f fer where they 
are used t o manage the internal affairs of the 
profession f o r its own benef i t , ignor ing the 
broader f ie ld of external social ethics in re lat ion 
t o services prov ided by architects and the i r 
cl ients in design and operat ion of buildings 
in tended fo r public benef i t . Canadian 
architectural codes of professional conduct say 
and do no th ing regarding t he abuse o f forc ib ly 
restrained occupants in bui ldings o f 
conf inement , nor do they address the 
pred icament o f architects in t h e service of fa i l ing 
inst i tut ions. It can never be t o o soon t o ask, or 
t o o late t o hope, t ha t the profession wi l l extend 
its ethical concerns t o everyone who builds t o 
prov ide shelter. Our dreams o f high social service 
w i l l no t come t r u e unt i l we off ic ial ly suppor t the 
ef for ts o f a g row ing number o f architects now 
work ing wor ld -w ide t o establish t he r ight of 
every human being t o a safe and comfor tab le 
place in wh ich t o dwel l , and unt i l we resolve the 

d i lemmas o f design and operat ion of brutal and 
inef fect ive prisons. 

Within the attached articles and letters I have 
suggested that the profession undertake to share 
cost-benefit studies on the design and operation 
of prison buildings, and to support behavioural 
research on the effects of incarceration. I have 
had no response to these suggestions from any 
Canadian or international architectural 
institution. Objections will no doubt be raised, 
noting the high level of time and costs involved, 
and the unreasonable expectation that 
architecture investigate the performance of 
psychiatric and correctional Institutions under 
which architects play supporting roles. To be 
sure, architecture is not solely responsible for the 
invention or the failure of asylums and prisons. 
Study of those institutions should be led by 
experts in psychiatry and criminology, with 
architects contributing to the process. That such 
a collaborative effort, with private funding, might 
be impossible to organize and manage leads me 
to suggest that impartial evaluation of the failure 
of important institutions and their buildings 
might be best undertaken by public investigators 
and auditors dealing with efficiency and waste in 
government operations. 
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T H E L A N G U A G E O F A R C H I T E C T U R E 

Ar thu r Allen 

This article was first published by The Canadian 
Architect, July 1981, Vol 26, No 1, and Is 
reprinted with consent of the publisher. 

On the contrary, it is f requent ly 
objected tha t the decorat ive use of the 
Orders so conspicuous in Renaissance 
arch i tecture did not express s t ruc ture , 
t ha t it was contrary to const ruct ion, 
and, for t ha t reason, v ic ious." (1 ) 

Considering archi tecture 's long h istory of 
service to c l ients w i th evil as wel l as good 
intent ions, it is interest ing and a l i t t le amus ing 
to f ind t ha t arch i tecture, at least in pr int , 
invar iably uses pol i te language when discussing 
its cl ientele, reserving strong words for qu iet 
issues like the decorat ive va lue of the orders. 
This practice is not new; arch i tectura l wr i t ings 
- part icu lar ly in the 19'^ century - are ful l of 
harsh language on the styles of arch i tec ture . 
Dur ing tha t century , a d ispute concerning the 
revival of classic and of goth ic design was 
waged over several decades w i th such v igour 
t ha t it was named the "Batt le of the Sty les." 
Phrases like " fou l t o r ren t of the Renaissance" 
and "barbarous v io lence" (of Renaissance 
garden des ign) were common ly used in the 

batt le of the styles. That s t rugg le was ful l of 
b i t ter words and st rong mora l and ethical 
te rmino logy , ye t i t reads l ike a mock batt le 
compared to 20'^ century debate w i th i n o ther 
arts , sciences, and professions on the i r own 
moral and ethical s truggles. 

When physicists are asked to produce nuclear 
weapons, they are immed ia te l y faced w i th 
tough decisions concerning the mora l and 
polit ical character of the i r c l ient. I f psychology 
and psychiatry are asked to mod i fy the 
behaviour of dev iant indiv iduals, s imi lar 
di f f icult ies arise. The medical profession is 
o f ten confronted in d i rect and d ramat i c fashion 
w i th issues of conscience sur round ing abor t ion , 
euthanas ia, and more recent ly, life suppor t 
systems. The moral and polit ical consequences 
of all these issues raise power fu l debate in 
per t inent sciences and professions. In the 20'^ 
century , even visual art is ts (o f ten paid to 
f l a t te r quest ionable patrons) have taken 
rebel l ious posit ions. The Dada movemen t 
especial ly, in its b i t ter d is i l lus ionment , used 
some very bad language in descr ib ing its 
c l ientele and itself. 
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The arch i tectura l profession is unusual ly s i lent, 
even evasive, concerning the moral character 
of its cl ients. I t is my opinion tha t th is state 
cannot cont inue if we consider the re lat ionship 
of the archi tectura l profession to the inst i tu t ion 
of impr i sonment . I f architects design prison 
cells, which in the i r dreadful s impl ic i ty are 
designed for so l i tary conf inement , then surely 
architects and arch i tecture are impl icated in 
the menta l and physical destruct ion which 
occurs in these cells. I f there Is any doubt 
about the crue l ty of sol i tary conf inement , or of 
impr i sonment , I suggest t ha t archi tects read 
social, rather than arch i tectura l , cr i t i c ism. 

I do not th ink t ha t arch i tecture wi l l be able to 
evaluate th is issue by its usual me thod , the 
examinat ion of visual design in arch i tecture. In 
recent years some arch i tectura l publ icat ions 
have referred to prison design (2) w i th sincere 
doubt expressed in the f ine pr in t of edi tor ia ls . 
In these art ic les I suspect t ha t the visual 
message carr ied by photographs of many new 
prison bui ld ings wil l overpower the editor ia ls, 
leading most archi tects to bel ieve t ha t the best 
prison is a beaut i fu l one, of modern design of 
course. I t is understandable t ha t archi tects 
hope tha t the i r works wil l help, even in the 
lives of pr isoners, ye t I believe the hope to be 
a hol low one. From Piranesi's rust icated classic 
Carceri, to s imple Quaker designs, to gothic 
and classic Revival prisons, and now to designs 
of our own t imes, the feel ing persists t ha t 

archi tectura l sty le and del ight are fut i le in such 
angry places. The feel ing is even more fu t i l e , 
historical ly speaking, when we see tha t del ights 
of style were usual ly placed for v iew by 
outs iders, w i th inter ior designs left to the 
depr ivat ion of harsh and plain cells and 
corr idors. Rather than tak ing yet another look 
at the visual design of archi tecture w i th endless 
discussions on the meaning of arch i tecture as 
we view it in our work , I th ink t ha t some brief, 
non-scholar ly words, including some impol i te 
observat ions the language of arch i tecture, are 
in order. 

In the cur rent l i terature of arch i tecture, the 
f i rst issue of a new magazine International 
Architect conta ins an art ic le l inking l i terary 
theory w i th arch i tectura l practice. The art ic le 
explains t ha t l i terary cr i t ic ism (The New 
Cr i t ic ism) t reated a wr i t t en t ex t "....as a 
s t ructured and au tonomous ent i ty someth ing 
ak in to a bu i ld ing. . . " (3) and fu r the r t ha t 
architects Agrest and Gandelsonas now " ask 
one to consider arch i tecture as a t ex t and its 
practice as w r i t i n g . " (4 ) Given some fasc inat ion 
w i th this project and agreement t ha t archi tects 
need contact w i t h non-architects, the intr icate 
ideas and complex language of th is approach 
would seem to l imi t i t to the a lready 
myster ious wor lds of archi tectura l and l i terary 
cr i t i c ism. 

The idea tha t arch i tecture speaks its own 



nonverbal language is developed in two recent 
books on the subject: The Language of Post 
Modern Architecture by Charles Jencks (5) and 
The Classical Language of Architecture by John 
Summerson . (6 ) Both authors undertake to 
expla in the thesis t ha t visual e lements of 
bui ldings can be t reated as components of 
language. In t e rms of modern and classical 
arch i tecture, Jencks and Summerson contend 
tha t co lumns, beams, arches and other bui lding 
components are the words, the vocabulary, of 
the language of arch i tecture. Phrases and 
sentences are made up by combin ing bui lding 
e lements, and the rules and principles of 
construct ion and aesthet ic a r rangement 
const i tute the " g r amma r " of arch i tecture. 
Summerson states t ha t the language of 
classical arch i tecture is the "Lat in of 
arch i tec ture" and tha t an understanding of it 
wil l help In understand ing other archi tectures. 
These books work for the deve lopment of 
special languages of arch i tecture, visual in 
te rmino logy , and verba l in t rans la t ion. I f these 
languages cont inue in use for some t ime , I wil l 
be most interested to see how they cope w i th 
the del iberate d is tor t ion of bui ld ings now seen 
in the work of James Wines. Will these works 
be described as l ight-hearted relief f r om the 
boredom of an over ly serious and moral ist ic 
modern style or wi l l they be compared to the 
Dada movemen t in art , w i th its se l f-mocking 
and insult ing s ta tements of sadness and anger 
? I suggest we label deformed bui ldings 

"Dada- tec ture" and observe careful ly how the 
languages of arch i tecture t reat t h e m . 

Renowned architects are often involved in 
special and very personal uses of language. 
Frank Lloyd Wr igh t in a note to his book The 
Living City explains his earl ier paper "When 
Democracy Bui lds" and his a t t emp t to achieve 
emphasis by placing capital letters wherever he 
chose to place t h e m . In response to confused 
crit ics he defended his l ibert ies but confessed 
" I did f ind the affair w i th capita l izat ion 
fantast ic , far too capital ist ic." (7 ) Charles 
Jencks in his book Le Corbusier and the Tragic 
View of Architecture wonders whe the r Le 
Corbusier was an archi tect , prophet or "one of 
the great wr i te rs of the twen t i e th century who 
couldn't spell and commi t ted all sorts of 
syntact ica l outrages ? " (8) Buckminster Fuller 
and Paolo Soleri are spel lbinding speakers in 
the design professions. Their verbal specialt ies 
are word coinage, rapid fire mono logue and 
rambl ing , myst i fy ing discourse on the 
metaphysica l meaning of the i r work . 

The use of mora l and ethical t e rm ino logy in 
relat ion to arch i tecture is of part icu lar interest . 
John Ruskin's work is f i l led w i th references to 
" good " and " r i g h t " design and great emphas is 
is placed on the social benef its to be der ived 
f r om the design and construct ion of good 
art i facts and bui ld ings. In The Seven Lamps of 
Architecture, Ruskin asserts t ha t false 
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representat ion of mater ia ls or labour in 
archi tecture " ...is, in the ful l sense of the 
word , wrong; it is as t ru l y deserving of 
reprobat ion as any other moral del inquency.. ." 
(9) Siegfried Gideon's Space Time and 
Architecture contains a chapter ent i t led "The 
Demand for Moral i ty in Arch i tecture" which 
effect ively carries 19th century mora l 
discussions forward into twen t i e th century 
work. Geoffrey Scott 's The Architecture of 
Humanism at tacks ethical concepts in 
archi tecture and works to expose the 
inadequacies of an ethical approach. In a 
recent book, Bruce Allsopp's A Modern Theory 
of Architecture, a very clear s ta tement is g iven 
concerning archi tectures ' special and l imited 
use of ethical te rmino logy; 

" But in using the words good and bad 
we are not mak ing a moral j u dgmen t : 
we have moved out of the broadly 
classified f ield of human th ink ing which 
is def ined as ethics into aesthetics 
where the word good refers to qua l i ty . 
(10) 

The subt i t le (Ethic or Aesthet ic ?) of Reyner 
Banham's book The New Brutalism asks a 
quest ion central to architecture's endless 
debate on ethical and aesthet ic issues. At the 
conclusion of the book Banham states: 

I make no pretence tha t I was not 
seduced by the aesthet ic of Bruta l ism 

but the l inger ing t rad i t ion of its 
ethical s tand, the persistence of an idea 
tha t the re lat ionship of the parts and 
mater ia ls of a bui lding are a work ing 
mora l i ty - th is , for me, is the cont inu ing 
va l id i ty of The New Bruta l i sm. (11) 

I f archi tecture needs a non-verbal d ic t ionary I 
th ink it also needs a lexicon expla in ing its 
special def in i t ions of words. Many t e rms 
including "good des ign", "pure, crisp and clean 
des ign," and "visual logic" are used in ve ry 
special ways by architects. Where 
communicat ion between architects is involved 
these imprecise expressions are c ommon , and 
usual ly used for enter ta in ing a rgument . 
Because they are based on a professional 
myst ique, in public communica t ion they foster 
confusion and isolat ion. 

I t seems tha t architects avoid plain speech and 
expend much e f for t in the deve lopment of 
special languages. These languages, used in 
many and var ied searches for the meaning of 
arch i tecture, general ly avoid reference to the 
moral or polit ical character of the patrons of 
arch i tecture. Just how the meaning of 
archi tecture can be understood by aesthet ic 
analysis alone is a mys te ry - it seems obvious 
tha t the dom inan t aspects of arch i tectura l 
f o rm , scale part icu lar ly, are determined more 
by the patron's social and polit ical ambi t ions 
than by the architect 's love of beauty. I also 
contend tha t archi tects avoid contact w i t h 



wri ters of plain speech because these wr i ters 
somet imes have uncomfor tab le th ings to say 
about arch i tecture and its patrons. Those 
wr i ters , p laywr ights , poets, and actors who 
choose to crit icize and ridicule inst i tut ions and 
the i r leaders cannot ta lk easily w i th architects 
whose works a lmost a lways f l a t te r and support 
the same inst i tut ions and leaders. A clear and 
harsh example of th is s i tuat ion is apparent in a 
wide language gap between architects and 
wr i te rs on the issue of impr i sonment . 

Prison protest, w i th centur ies of c ommen t by 
wr i te rs (some of t h em eminen t au thors ) , has 
for centur ies v igourous ly at tacked the 
inst i tut ion of impr i sonment using the words, 
"c rue l , " "venge fu l , " "v ic ious," "se l f -defeat ing," 
"was te fu l , " "sadistic," " rac is t , " "barbarous," and 
" i m m o r a l " to describe t ha t ins t i tu t ion . 
Arch i tecture, on the o ther hand, refrains f rom 
commen t on the moral and ethical character of 
capt ives and captors, and f la t ters the 
inst i tut ion w i th l imited mora l and ethical 
c ommen t on the nature of its prison designs. 
In th is regard a part icu lar ly sharp contrast 
existed in North America in the 1970s. 
Throughout t ha t decade, dur ing a t remendous 
boom in prison construct ion. North Amer ican 
archi tects l iberal ly used an arch i tectura l s ty le . 
The New Bruta l ism ( the t e rm was coined long 
before th is sty le became popular for pr isons) in 
the construct ion of a great many new prison 
bui ld ings. (12) Architects genera l ly (except 

those who have recent ly espoused the amora l 
te rmino logy of Renaissance and Post Modern 
work ) wi l l assert t ha t New Brutal ist designs are 
good, clean, and pure designs. 

The fact t ha t the arch i tectura l profession can 
serve an inst i tut ion of such dubious mora l i t y 
and at the same t ime praise its prison bui ld ings 
in ethical - even san i tary - te rms, c lear ly 
shows the lack of communica t ion between 
architects and wr i te r s on th is issue. This 
language gap and the unwi l l ingness of 
architects, including theor ists , to cross i t , is 
clear in Charles Jencks' comment ; 

"Because, for instance in arch i tecture, a 
prison may be a great work even 
though designed by a madman and 
contain ing an inhuman program - t ha t 
is a great fa i lure. The crit ic mus t be 
able to make th is d ist inct ion if he is to 
keep his own mora l i t y . " (13) 

Moral and ethical t e rm ino logy is not the on ly 
area where special arch i tectura l language is 
involved. Euphemism is much in use by 
correct ional author i t ies , and the i r architects, in 
the i r d i f f icult public relat ions tasks. The re
naming of inst i tut ions, including parts of 
bui ldings and funct ions w i th in , can be useful in 
d istract ing public a t ten t i on f rom di f f icu l t issues. 
I have, for instance, seen an arch i tectura l 
proposal for a new prison design where in t he 
architect labeled groups of cells "v i l lages," 



a t t empt i ng , I suppose, to convey someth ing of 
domest ic comfor t in his designs. The corr idors 
between vi l lages (each loaded w i th te levis ion 
cameras, electr ic doors and locks, and var ious 
secur i ty and r iot contro l devices) were labeled 
"s t ree ts " and "wa lks . " Much recent publ ic i ty on 
the cont inued violence of life inside modern 
prisons should convince the profession tha t in 
using these labels we are only fool ing 
ourselves. For a potent discussion on 
euphemism in relat ion to impr i sonment , I refer 
readers to Robert Sommer 's book The End of 
Imprisonment. ( 14 ) 

I f arch i tecture cont inues to suppor t 
quest ionable inst i tut ions and movements , and 
to defend t h em w i t h euphemist ic and special ly 
constructed ethical languages, then the 
profession's part in decept ion and its self 
centred indi f ference to moral and ethical issues 
involved cannot be defended on mora l and 
ethical grounds. A t the same t ime I f ind no 
reason to bel ieve t ha t invo lvement w i t h ethical 
prob lems of human conduct wi l l in any way 
weaken arch i tecture 's aesthet ic contr ibut ions to 
societies. Other ar ts , l i terature and theat re 
part icu lar ly, do not avoid man's mora l and 
ethical t roubles - why should arch i tecture ? 

I can understand tha t pract i t ioners and 
teachers of arch i tecture may be hard pressed if 
they do not draw pre t ty pictures and use 
pleasant words in re lat ion the i r c l ientele. I f ind 

it lamentab le t ha t cr it ics, theor is ts and 
histor ians in arch i tecture should fo l low the 
same practices. I t seems to me tha t f reedom of 
t hough t is essential and tha t arch i tectura l 
cr i t ic ism should not be separated f r om social 
c r i t i c i sm. I can agree w i th the point t ha t some 
social benef i t arises f r om the good design of 
bui ld ings no mat te r wha t the purpose of t he 
bui ld ing, and I know tha t archi tects, 
contractors , and wo rkmen can enjoy pride in 
careful work . The point, however, is t ha t any 
benef i t ar is ing f rom construct ion of a so called 
" good " design wi l l be far outwe ighed by 
negat ive forces where archi tects and c ra f t smen 
are engaged in bui ld ings of fut i le and immora l 
purpose. 

I t wou ld be unfa i r to say t ha t architects are 
alone in the misuse of mora l and ethical 
te rmino logy . Judging by public c ommen t , 
media advert is ing and public re lat ions 
campaigns, most people refer to " the good l i fe" 
as a life of re lat ive ease f i l led w i th f ine and 
aesthet ica l ly pleasing th ings and s i tuat ions. 
Litt le if any reference is made in th is scheme to 
man's cont inual and di f f icu l t s t rugg le for 
improvemen t of his conduct. I do not propose 
arch i tecture abandon its role in the good life in 
favour of a pur i tanica l role of severe self-
discipl ine and restra int . I do urge tha t we 
expand our awareness of uses and abuses of 
arch i tecture, and work toward senses of 
mean ing in arch i tecture t ha t are more 



sat isfy ing than the aesthetic, pseudo-ethical 
construct ions t ha t we now build and defend like 
castles in the mock batt les of archi tectura l 
debate. 

Since 1973 when the March issue of The 
Architectural Forum, and 1976, when Robert 
Sommer 's book The End of Imprisonment 
tu rned my a t tent ion to arch i tecture and 
impr i sonment , I have found great interest in 
the complex relat ionships of ethica l , aesthet ic 
and polit ical issues in archi tectura l design and 
history. Most urgent in my awakened interest is 
the convict ion t ha t architects are qu i te hard of 
hearing when anyone ta lks about bui ldings for 
capt ive people and suggests t ha t we need 
fewer, not better, prisons. To anyone 
interested in th is issue I acknowledge my 
indebtedness and recommend a s tudy of the 
work of Robert Sommer , a social psychologist 
w i th an inquis i t ive and compassionate interest 
in ar t and arch i tecture. Sommer 's 
understand ing is highly re levant to the prison 
industry 's abuse of arch i tecture, but it is also 
per t inent to any rigid s t ructure ("Hard 
Arch i tec ture" in Sommer 's words) where social 
and personal deve lopment are inhib i ted by 
unyie ld ing inst i tut ional and arch i tectura l rules 
and practices. 

Since 1973 I have lost respect for the feeble 
language of architects. I t seems t ha t too often 
we have been compl iant ar t is ts , speaking on 

social matters in court ly , f l a t te r ing , and 
somet imes servi le languages. Only on mat te r s 
of taste and style do architects debate w i t h 
passion. I th ink t ha t the arch i tectura l 
profession would gain immeasurab ly f rom close 
contact w i th language art is ts who at least mix 
the i r words using b lunt, i r reverent and even 
rude expressions on appropr ia te occasions. 

Date w r i t t en and pub l i shed , 1 9 8 1 
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N E W D I R E C T I O N S I N 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L E T H I C S 

A r t h u r A l l e n 

This article was first published in the Journal of 

Architectural Education, May, 2003, vol. 56-4, 

and is reprinted with permission of the 

publisher. 

On May B^h, 2 0 0 2 , T h e Edmonton Journal ( 1 ) 

p u b l i s h e d a t r e n c h a n t a r t i c l e , " H a r d T i m e , H a r d 

Cons " , b y D a n G a r d n e r , r e p o r t i n g o n 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l " s u p e r - m a x " p r i s o n s d e v e l o p e d in 

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d n o w in use o r u n d e r 

r e v i e w in t w o C a n a d i a n p r o v i n c e s . G a r d n e r ' s 

a r t i c l e p r o m p t s q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e f u n c t i o n a l , 

m o r a l , a n d e t h i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e 

a r c h i t e c t u r e o f c o n f i n e m e n t . I n c o n s i d e r i n g 

t h e s e q u e s t i o n s , I c o n c l u d e t h a t b o t h e n h a n c e d 

e t h i c a l e d u c a t i o n a n d b e h a v i o r a l r e s e a r c h w i l l 

be n e e d e d i f t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r o f e s s i o n is t o 

d e a l a d e q u a t e l y w i t h s o m e d i f f i c u l t d e c i s i o n s 

a h e a d . , v:; 

I n 1 9 5 7 , w h e n I g r a d u a t e d a n d w e n t t o w o r k , I 

w a s a n x i o u s l y , y e t n a i v e l y , o p t i m i s t i c a b o u t m y 

n e w p r o f e s s i o n . My y o u t h f u l i d e a l i s m l a s t e d f o r 

t h r e e m o n t h s , w a s b a d l y s h a k e n by a n 

e n c o u n t e r w i t h a n o l d a s y l u m , t h e n i m p r o v e d 

s l o w l y d u r i n g f i v e y e a r s o f w o r k o n i n n o v a t i v e 

m e n t a l h o s p i t a l d e s i g n a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n . I n 

t h e 1 9 7 0 ' s I r e ad " P u s h i n g P r i sons A s i d e " ( 2 ) , 

a n d R o b e r t S o m m e r ' s 1 9 7 6 b o o k . The End of 

Imprisonment. ( 3 ) . B o t h p u b l i c a t i o n s d i s c u s s e d 

p r i s o n r e f o r m , a n d c h a l l e n g e d a r c h i t e c t s o n 

po s s i b l e a b a n d o n m e n t o f i n c a r c e r a t i o n as a 

r e s p o n s e t o c r i m e ; b u t s i n c e t h a t t i m e p r i s o n 

c o n s t r u c t i o n in N o r t h A m e r i c a ha s b o o m e d . 

I d i d n o t w a i t f o r S e p t e m b e r l l ^ h , 2 0 0 1 , t o be 

s h a k e n by t h a t e s c a l a t i o n o f p u b l i c f e a r a n d i t s 

i m p a c t o n m y p r o f e s s i o n . I w a s r e a d y , a n d 

r e m a i n m o r e c o n v i n c e d t h a n e v e r t h a t t h e 

a r c h i t e c t u r e o f c o n f i n e m e n t , in i t s s e v e r a l 

f o r m s , p o se s m o r a l a n d e t h i c a l d i l e m m a s f o r 

a r c h i t e c t s . T h e s e c o n c e r n s a r e c o m p a r a b l e t o 

t h o s e f a c e d b y d o c t o r s d e a l i n g w i t h g e n e t i c 

t e s t i n g a n d t h e use o f p l a c e b o s in d r u g t r i a l s , 

as w e l l as b y s c i e n t i s t s g r a p p l i n g w i t h t h e 

m o r a l c o m p l e x i t y o f b i o t e c h n o l o g i e s , s u c h a s 

t h e r a p e u t i c c l o n i n g . 

I n d e s i g n i n g f a c i l i t i e s f o r c o n f i n e m e n t - f o r u se 

b y p s y c h i a t r i c , j u r i d i c a l , i m m i g r a t i o n , r e f u g e e , 

s e c u r i t y a n d m i l i t a r y a g e n c i e s - a r c h i t e c t s f a c e 

d i f f i c u l t m o r a l d e c i s i o n s . W h e n p u b l i c p r e s s u r e 

d e m a n d s t o u g h t r e a t m e n t , w e w i l l o f t e n be 
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confronted w i th the mora l i ty of prov id ing 
spaces for off icial ly sanct ioned bruta l i ty , 
including sol i tary conf inement, execut ion, and 
to r tu re . How far should we bend to au tho r i t y 
and public anx iety in th is work ? Will we avoid 
responsibi l i ty, or wil l we place professional 
decisions beyond the reach of anger and 
revenge, and design on the basis of empir ica l 
evidence and humani tar ian values? 

I bel ieve tha t archi tects must face th is fu tu re 
w i th the convict ion tha t all the i r work supports 
and represents the cl ients who commiss ion the 
work . I t fo l lows tha t if we are proud to 
represent the moral successes of benign 
cl ients, then we must be ready to share the 
burdens of those who are less benign in 
in tent ion. For example , if excessive use of 
impr i sonment under bruta l condit ions 
aggravates the incidence and sever i ty of cr ime, 
then architects ought to work for changes in 
prison design programs, or refra in f r om 
serv ing dysfunct ional inst i tut ions. 

Architects have long been concerned about the 
ethics of sound bui ld ing and business pract ice, 
and for 150 years they have ta lked as if good, 
clean, pure design would alone improve human 

behavior. In the 19^^ century John Ruskin said 
t ha t 'Taste is not only a part and an index of 
mora l i ty - it is the ONLY mora l i ty" . ( 4 ) . Since 
tha t t ime arch i tectura l aesthet ic ism has 
prevai led seemingly accompanied by moral 

indifference to the fa i lure of massive asy lums, 
housing projects, and prisons. 

But t imes keep chang ing; the demol i t ion of the 
dysfunct ional Pru i t t - Igoe housing project in St. 
Louis, a long w i th recent deve lopments 
regarding the ethical and legal responsibi l i t ies 
of archi tects in re lat ion to preserving natura l 
env i ronments , have pointed out new direct ions 
for arch i tectura l ethics. The way wi l l not be 
easy, but I am opt imist ic , based on the 
fo l lowing observat ions: 

1. In 1990 the Royal Ins t i t u te of Br it ish 
Archi tects prepared a repor t 
recommend ing research and post-
occupancy eva luat ion of the 
per formance of prisons. I t suggested 
tha t "prison condit ions .... could be 
considerably and speedi ly amel iorated if 
fewer people were sentenced". The 
report also regret ted the absence of 
data-shar ing among prison archi tects, 
and urged c ommun i t y and internat iona l 
consu l tat ion on prison design and 
operat ion; (5 ) 

2. In tense cr i t ic ism cont inues regard ing 
excessive use of civi l incarcerat ion. In a 

CBC radio interv iew, June lO^h, 2002, 
cr imino log is t David Garland, au thor of 
Culture of Control, predicted tha t the 
overuse of impr i sonment wil l fai l in the 

t4 



United States, because of its 
ineffect iveness and high cost, and 
because it contrad icts ideas of jus t i ce 
dear to the Amer ican people; 

3. Correct ions Canada and European 
jur isd ic t ions prefer to operate smal l 
inst i tut ions based on a "d i rect 
superv is ion" model rather than on the 
anti-social model of super-max design 
and operat ion. A few Amer ican 
author i t ies are test ing the direct 
supervis ion concept. Correct ions Canada 
also publishes art ic les by env i ronmenta l 
psychologists on arch i tectura l design 
and human behavior in its inst i tut ions; 

4. Some Amer ican arch i tectura l educators 
now use the methodo logy of appl ied 
ethics in arch i tectura l t ra in ing . Recent 
publ icat ions in th is area include The 
Ethical Architect, by Tom Spector, ( 6 ) , 
and Ethics and the Practice of 
Architecture, by Wasserman, Sul l ivan, 
and Palermo, ( 7 ) . The lat ter provides 
comprehens ive guidel ines and case 
studies appl icable to a wide var ie ty of 
ethical prob lems, and was supported by 
the Amer ican Ins t i t u te of Arch i tects. 
Aided by env i ronmenta l psychology, th is 
new work in ethics is re levant to the 
arch i tecture of conf inement , and wi l l go 

far in prepar ing students to meet the i r 
chal lenging wor ld . 

At th is end of my career I sti l l wor ry , but I f ind 
encouragement in the words of Margaret 
Somerv i l le , an educator in medic ine, law, and 
ethics at McGill Univers i ty. Her presentat ion a t 
a Montreal sympos ium, (publ ished in 
Architecture, Ethics, and Technology, ( 8 ) , 
edited by Pelletier and Perez-Gomez, 
chal lenged arch i tects ' preoccupat ion w i th the 
idea t ha t "good aesthet ics mean good ethics", 
and urged us to t rave l on w i th hope, op t im i sm , 
and courage. I agree, and th is t ime bel ieve 
tha t my aged op t im i sm wil l t u rn ou t to be 
w i sdom. 

Date w r i t t e n , 2 0 0 2 
Publ ished, 2003 
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Addenda , August , 2 0 1 1 

J u n e 2 0 ' ^ 2 0 0 5 / The Christian Science Monitor 
Sara Miller, s ta f f wr i t e r , w ro t e t h a t Cal i fornia had bu i l t 33 
new pr isons f r o m 1984 to 2005 ; no more we re p l anned . 
Only 12 had been bui l t f r o m 1852 to 1984. She added t h a t 
t he end of pr ison expans ion ..."is also symbo l i c o f a 
depa r t u r e f r o m the t ough -on - c r ime m ind-se t t h a t has 
d om ina t ed the pol i t ics o f pr isons f o r t h e past 30 
years s tates are p lac ing g rea te r emphas i s on 
rehabi l i tat ion. . . . to help pr isoners t rans i t i on back t o 
soc ie ty , " 

J u n e 3 ' ^ 2 0 0 9 / Toronto Giobe and Maii; 
Howard Saper, Canada's federa l cor rect iona l i nves t iga to r , 
wa rned t h a t " the Harper gove rnmen t ' s t ough -on - c r ime 
agenda could swamp a l ready s t ra ined pr i sons" 

N o v e m b e r 2 0 1 0 ; t h e Canadian Centre for Poiicy 
Aiternatives publ ished a r epo r t ; The Fear Factor; Stephen 
Harper's Tough on Crime Agenda. The author , Paula 
Maiiea, ind icated t h a t 13 new federa l pr isons were 
c on t emp l a t ed , w i th a budge t o f 5 bi l l ion do l lars , and t h a t 
nume rou s new laws wou l d have cumu la t i ve ef fects on 
f inanc ia l costs. Mallea w r o t e ; 

Tough measures do no t produce publ ic sa fe ty . 
Longer sentences, harsher pr ison cond i t ions , and 
t he incarcerat ion of mo re Canadians wi l l r e t u r n 
the sys tem to a t i m e when pr isons were e x t r eme l y 
v io lent , and when t he end resu l t was more r a the r 
than less c r ime . 



F R I E N D L Y C I R C L E S 

Arthur Allen 

In Apri l, 1957, the American Psychiatric 
Association magazine Mental Hospitals 
published an article by Dr Humphry Osmond, 
then Superintendent of the Saskatchewan 
Hospital, Weyburn, in Saskatchewan. The 
article was tit led Function as the Basis of 
Psychiatric Ward Design, and It was 
accompanied by a drawing of a circular plan for 
a small psychiatric hospital building. The 
drawing was the work of Kiyoshi Izumi , 
Architect, of Regina. 

The story goes that the plan was conceived 
when Izumi and a supplier, Clifford Bradley, 
met with Dr. Osmond to discuss new hardware 
for renovations to the hospital. Over a cup of 
tea someone teased Bradley about the small 
order for locks for open ward functions in 
portions of the building. Bradley lamented the 
"good old days" when locks were numerous, 
expensive, and very heavy duty. Dr Osmond 
sketched on a scrap of paper, possibly a napkin 
at the table, and drew three concentric rings. 
The outer one was labeled "private", the middle 
ring "small group" and the centre of the circle 
was t it led "social space." Izumi took the 
sketch, and elaborated its details to produce 
the plan shown below. A movable nursing 

station was shown at the centre of the circle on 
one drawing, but omitted on others. 

O s m o n d / I z u m i p lan, 1 9 5 7 en largement fol lows 

The concept had two nicknames - the Osumi, 
or the Izmond plan. I ts theoretical function was 
to reinforce social development on a psychiatric 
ward. 

Not all circular buildings are known for friendly 
intentions. Temples with altars at the centre do 
bring people together, but communion with 
diety is their primary funct ion. Circular 
fortif ications are definitely unfriendly, and 
Bentham's Panopticon (originally planned for 
many kinds of buildings for confinement and 
surveillance) was arranged to keep occupants 
separated in cells at the perimeter of a circular 
space and in full view of a central observer. 
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P a n o p t i c o n , 1 7 8 7 . R e c t a n g u l a r P a v i l i o n s , H e r b e r t H o s p i t a l , 1 8 6 0 

Circular plans have been t r ied on bui ld ings for 
schools, general hospitals, and a var ie ty of 
dwel l ing places. Some have domest i c and 
sociable intent , others seek nove l ty of f o rm . 
Specialty industr ia l s t ructures use ' - - round 
shapes for specif ic operat ions, and Fuller's 
geodesic ideas propose shelter fo r a lmost 
anyth ing under a domed roof. 

In the n ineteenth century, before the discovery 
of the bacterial or igins of disease, general 
hospitals were bui l t as groups of separate 
bui ld ings, called "pavi l ions". The idea was tha t 
breezes between pavi l ions wou ld p revent the 
spread of foul air and disease (m ia sma) 
between the wards. Pavilions w e r e , usual ly 
rectangular in plan, but in 1878 an English 

doctor, John Marshal l , proposed tha t ward units 
be bui l t in round f o rm because the i r w indows 
wou ld bet ter receive fresh a ir f r om wind in any 
d i rect ion. I know of no bui ldings completed for 
t ha t reason. 

i L 

M a r s h a l l ' s d e s i g n 

Drawings by A r t hu r Al len, except t he Soc lopeta l Plan 



The American Hospital Association in 1960 
published a book, no. 8 in its Hospital 
Monograph Series, t i t led; Comparisons of 
Intensive Nursing Service in a Circular and a 
Rectangular Unit. I t reports on a research 
study undertaken at the Rochester Methodist 
Hospital, in Rochester, Minnesota. For that 
study the hospital built an Intensive Care Unit, 
(ICU) based on a circular plan, and compared it 
w i th service in an existing traditional unit of 
rectangular plan. 

The architectural layout of t h e . two plans 
produced an important difference. In the RU 
(rectangular unit) no patient in bed could see 
or be seen by a nurse without a special and 
usually routine visit by the nurse to the room. 
In the CU (circular unit) patients in bed could 
see nurses in the central space and at the 
central station. Nurses could see patients 
easily through open doors, or through windows 
in and beside the doors. (Note that in the CU 
the washrooms at the outer wail do not 
obstruct views into the room). 

In this sett ing, where critically ill people 
urgently needed close and constant attent ion, 
the study concluded with highly significant 
statistics in favor of the circular plan; 

I t was agreed that the lack or 
availability of visual contact was the 
essential difference between RU and CU, 
as far as supervision was concerned. 

C i rcu lar Unit 



Advantages to nursing service in the CU 
included quicker response t ime to patient 
distress, patients enjoyed the diversion of 
watching nurses at work, feelings of isolation 
and loneliness were reduced, and increased 
awareness of events by supervisors and staff 
led to increased volunteer co-operation of 
nurses as needs appeared. The importance of 
pat ient reassurance by visual contact in CU was 
obvious, and stated by patients, staff, visitors, 
and doctors. One pat ient said of the nurses; 

They can see me and I can see that 
they see me. 

Throughout the 1950s the Weyburn Hospital 
was a lively place. Humphry Osmond was a 
bri l l iant and energetic leader. His work with 
Abram Hoffer on possible biochemical origins of 
schizophrenia attracted world-wide attent ion. 
Research on LSD attracted similar notice. 
Osmond supported research work by Thaddeus 
Weckowicz on abnormalit ies of visual 
perception in schizophrenic patients, and on 
the influence of architectural environments on 
pat ient well-being undertaken by Bob Sommer. 
Osmond and Izumi pursued the functionality of 
innovative hospital buildings, for which 
Osmond coined the te rm "sociopetal design". 
(He loved word-play, and was the man who 
invented the word "psychedelic", f rom the 
Greek; psyche=:mind, del ic^manifest ing). 

In the words "sociopetal" and "sociofugal" 
Osmond proposed the Greek suffixes, "pe ta l " 
(toward a centre) and " fugal" (away f rom a 
centre) to refer to the influence of building 
forms on behavior of occupants. A principal 
argument in his paper on architectural funct ion 
concerns his insistence that building design for 
psychiatric use must encourage the social 
development of patients who are prone to 
withdrawal and isolation. 

The semicircular cottage plan drawn by Izumi 
arose in response to Osmond's idea that 
patients need the opportunity to make social 
decisions and move as they choose between 
private spaces, small parlours, and larger open 
spaces, selecting various levels of 
companionship in the process. This was a 
dramatic departure from corridors and 
dayrooms of the old hospital where furni ture 
was fixed for nursing and janitor ial convenience 
in unfriendly patterns and rows, sometimes 
back to back, inhibiting or preventing 
interaction of patients. 

I was employed as a jun ior architect by Izumi 
at the t ime, and was interested in the 
sociopetal idea and in Izumi's use of LSD as an 
aid to studies of architectural perception of 
mental patients. Izumi advised that his part in 
the design was influenced by his experience 
with LSD, but that the geometry of the circular 
plan arose from its social essence and funct ion, 
not f rom any interest in visual form. He was, 
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nonetheless, interested in the possibility that 
the absence of corridors in the round plan 
might be comfortable for people suffering 
visual complications as a result of their illness. 

The publication of Osmond's paper and Izumi's 
drawings of April 1957 produced reactions f rom 
six American psychiatrists and seven architects 
invited to respond. In May 1957 their 
responses were published by Mental Hospitals. 
Osmond's objectives were lauded. Reactions to 
the circular plan were cautious on medical and 
architectural grounds. Unusual shapes of rooms 
concerned doctors and designers, cost of 
building circular structures was noted. A few 
wr i ters agreed wi th the wisdom of building an 
experimental round ward for research 
purposes, others opposed the cost involved. 
One architect compared the circular plan to; 
..."the old roundhouse type of prison which was 
bui l t th i r ty or so years ago" and went on to 
verbal ly sketch a suitable rectangular unit. Dr. 
Jack Ewalt, Commissioner of Mental Health in 
Massachusetts, advised that his state had built 
round wards in 1900, based on English 
precedents. At that date nursing functions were 
at the centre to allow constant surveil lance. 
Ewalt advised that those wards have not been 
popular with patients or nurses in recent t imes, 
and continue in use as dormitories for patients 
who are able to come and go as they please. 

Now, as a retired architect, I have t ime to 
remember and wr i te about special events in my 
own career. I remember the excitement of the 
Weyburn Hospital, and often th ink about the 
circular building. The Osmond/Izumi concept 
presents the same opportunity for visual 
contact of patients and nurses as did the 
circular ICU unit in Rochester. The probabil ity 
that many, if not all, psychiatric patients would 
avoid that contact makes an important 
difference. 

The sociopetal plan was drawn before I began 
work in Izumi's office. I f asked to contr ibute to 
it, I would draw a nursing station at the side of 
the unit, near the entry. From that point 
nurses and a supervisor could see ail activities 
in the open space wi thout the sense of 
dominant control implied by a desk at the 
centre of the circle. Their work, as in an ICU, 
would be aided by visual contact with patients, 
but would focus on social relationships taking 
place on the floor, not on urgent attention to 
critically ill individuals. 

I urge that a circular psychiatric ward be built 
and tested in operation to determine if the 
sociopetal form is a fr iendly circle. 



Sociopeta l Hospital 
Kyoshi I z u m i , Architect . 

Saskatchewan Archives Board 
Gordon Arnott Collection 



S I L E N T W I T N E S S 

Ar thu r Al len 

I t has long been known t ha t archi tects have 
created beaut i fu l bui ld ings for people and 
inst i tut ions of dubious character. Usual ly t ha t 
fact is qu iet ly noted on or near the surface of 
arch i tectura l conversat ions, then ignored. 
Recent publ icat ions and museum displays of 
drawings on the wo rk of archi tects at the death 
camps of Auschwitz and Birkenau wi l l hopeful ly 
br ing the issue to ful l professional and public 
a t t en t i on . In a s imi lar ve in , a few thoughts 
have recent ly appeared concerning the ethics 
of in ternat iona l archi tects now engaged by 
d i s tant despotic rulers. Another instance, the 
design of prisons equipped for capital 
pun ishment , occurs at home in some nat ions. 

I t seems so s imple. The wal ls, bars, and locks 
of cells on death row are not j u s t s i lent 
witnesses to the appl icat ion of Hammurab i ' s 
Code; they act ive ly carry ou t the funct ion of 
physical restra int leading to execut ion of the 
conv icted. How can tha t fact be considered as 
anyth ing but a fundamenta l mora l issue for 
archi tects who design rooms for such a 
purpose? 

Yet archi tects, including pract i t ioners, crit ics, 
h istor ians and educators, avoid discussion of 

the issue and cont inue to seek ethical and 
moral va lue in the i r work by endlessly looking 
for connect ions between ethics and aesthet ics. 
In the process wr i te rs also focus on ethical 
bonds of arch i tecture to sound const ruc t ion , 
technology, and env i ronmenta l des ign. Some 
expl ic i t ly avoid discussion of act iv i t ies p lanned 
to take place w i th in a bu i ld ing. 

According to arch i tectura l educator and 
h is tor ian, Bruce Al lsopp; 

Our prob lem is to discover an 
acceptable basis for qua l i ta t ive 
assessments in the mak ing of 
arch i tecture. In order to do th is we 
mus t exclude cons iderat ion of the 
eth ica l i ty of the p r og ramme , not, i t 
mus t be emphas ized, because the 
eth ica l i ty of the p rog ramme is 
un impor tan t , but because it is i r re levant 
to our present task. (1 ) 

Theor ist , landscape archi tect , and des igner 
Charles Jencks dramat ica l ly d ivorces qua l i ty of 
arch i tectura l design f r om act iv i t ies w i th in a 
bu i ld ing, using a prison as his example . I n 
expla in ing wha t he calls a mora l componen t of 
arch i tectura l exper ience, Jencks wro te ; 



Because, for instance in arch i tecture, a 
prison may be a great work even 
though designed by a madman and 
conta in ing an inhuman program - t ha t is 
a great fa i lure. The cr i t ic mus t be able 
to make th is d ist inct ion if he is to keep 
his own mora l i ty . (2 ) 

I t st i l l seems obvious. An archi tect who designs 
death row cells cannot c laim ignorance of the 
intent ions behind the design, or of the mora l 
issue posed by the bui ld ing p rog ramme. 
Because arch i tects in th is s i tuat ion know the 
intent ions and consequences of the i r work , 
they cannot deny the i r share of responsibi l i ty 
for the t r e a tmen t of people w i th in the wal ls. 

I can understand the reluctance of pract ic ing 
archi tects to speak openly about th is p rob lem. 
I f an arch i tect chal lenges public author i t ies and 
fel low professionals on substant ia l mora l 
issues, publ ic re lat ions and business prospects 
wi l l suffer. The si lence of educators, cr i t ics, and 
histor ians is hard to understand. Since caves, 
stone quarr ies, cages, and pits in the ground 
were abandoned as places for de tent ion of 
cr iminals, arch i tects, by t ha t or any name, 
have been des igning secure places on behalf of 
penal ins t i tu t ions . Yet, w i th the except ion of 
the ADPSR * Prison Boycott of 2004, dur ing my 
60 years as a s tudent and pract i t ioner I have 
found no recent or historical account t ha t has 
ident i f ied de l iberate gross negl igence, bruta l 
t r ea tmen t , and execut ion of conf ined cr imina ls 

as issues in the ethics and mora l i t y of the 
profession. 

Arch i tecture often a t t rac ts the a t ten t i on of 
phi losophers and o ther scholars. Sociologist 
Norman Johnston concludes his h istory of the 
prison w i th the c ommen t t ha t archi tects mus t 
share responsibi l i ty for the ".... indignities made 
possible by the i r wo rks . " (3 ) Ethicist Margaret 
Somerv i l le is well aware of the persistence of 
arch i tectura l discussion on the re lat ionship of 
ethics to aesthet ics. At a sympos ium in 
Montreal in 1991 , she noted t ha t archi tects 
present were preoccupied w i t h the belief t ha t 

"...good aesthet ics mean good eth ics." In 
reply she s ta ted; " I suggest t ha t th is is not 
necessari ly so and t ha t one mus t consider 
whether , in some instances, g iv ing 
predominance to the va lue of aesthet ics could 
indeed tu rn out to be bad eth ics ." (4 ) 

I t goes w i t hou t saying t ha t beauty, sound 
const ruct ion, env i ronmenta l responsibi l i ty, and 
professional behavior are good th ings . Beauty 
on its own needs no ethical props, but does 
have di f f icult ies due to its uneven social 
d i s t r ibu t ion . In tent iona l l y bruta l and careless 
t r e a tmen t of occupants of rest ra in ing bui ld ings 
needs the ethical and mora l a t ten t ion of 
archi tects. Our conversat ions wi l l not mature 
unt i l we openly discuss these mat te r s and 
establ ish t ha t the most impo r t an t values of a 
bui ld ing arise f r om its funct ions, not its f o rms . 

V 



Date w r i t t e n , 2 0 1 1 

Sent as pr in ted above t o ; 

Uni ted Nat ions High Commiss i one r f o r Human Rights 
In t e rna t i ona l Union of Arch i tec ts 
Royal Arch i tec tura l I n s t i t u t e of Canada 
Arch i tec tura l I n s t i t u t e s of Great Br i ta in , Aus t ra l i a , New 
Zea land, South Afr ica, I nd i a , and t he Uni ted S ta tes . 
Arch i tec ts , Des igners, Planners f o r Social Respons ib i l i ty 

0 2 November 2 0 1 1 

Notes; 

1 . Bruce A l lsopp, A Modern Theory of Architecture ( 
London: Rout ledge and Kegan Paul L td . , 1 977 ) , 
10. 

2. Char les Jencks, "H i s to ry as My t h , " in Meaning in 
Architecture, ed . Charles Jencks and George 
Ba i rd , ( London: Barr ie and Rockl l f f , 1 9 6 9 ) , 252 . 

3. No rman Johns ton , The Human Cage (New York: 
Wa lke r and Company , 1973 ) , 54 . 

4 . Margare t Somerv i l l e , "Ethics and Arch i tec ts : 
Spaces, Voids, and Trave l l i ng- in -Hope" , in 
Architecture, Ethics, and Technoiogy, ed . Louise 
Pel let ier and A lber to Perez-Gomez, (Mon t r ea l : 
McGil l-Queen's Un ivers i ty Press, 1 9 9 4 ) , 67 

• ADPSR; Arch i tec ts , Des igners and Planners fo r 
Social Respons ib i l i ty , Berke ley, CA 
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02 November 2 0 1 1 

The Royal Arch i tectura l Ins t i t u te of Canada 
330 - 55 Murray Street 
Ot tawa, Ontar io, Canada K I N 5M3 

Re; Arch i tecture and Impr i s onmen t 

Announcement of Canadian intent ions to 
expand its prison faci l i t ies wil l be we lcomed by 
architects and bui lders interested in tha t work. 
Cr i t ic ism heard to date states t ha t if Amer ican 
practices of the late 20''' century are fo l lowed, 
then overbu i ld ing of prisons under " tough-on-
c r ime" policies wi l l end in fai lure w i th waste of 
public funds. I wr i te to record my concern 
about the place of arch i tecture in t ha t kind of 
work , and to urge t ha t the profession look hard 
a t the ethics of its service to an ins t i tu t ion 
where public benef i ts are not commensura te 
w i th funds expended. 

I n some penal faci l i t ies there is another fact 
conf ront ing arch i tecture 's d ream of express ing 
the h ighest asp irat ions of humank ind . The 
design and bui ld ing of spaces for lethal 
conf inement , the holding and execut ion of 
condemned pr isoners, is a s i tuat ion tha t 
demands the a t ten t i on of archi tects. I f ind it 
remarkab le t h a t dur ing my 60 years of 
l istening and reading I have found only one 
t renchant cr i t ique of prisons wr i t t en by 
archi tects, t he Prison Boycott of 2004 by 
Archi tects, Designers and Planners for Social 

Responsibi l i ty, ADPSR. My posit ion comes f r om 
mora l phi losophy and professional ethics, and 
wi l l be re levant to arch i tectura l h is tory and 
pract ice. I f archi tects are to be t ra ined to set a 
good example for human deve lopment , there is 
no mora l issue more clear and per t inent to 
the i r educat ion than design for capital 
pun ishment . 

I enclose my essay, "Si lent Witness". Copies of 
th is let ter and the essay go to the In te rna t iona l 
Union of Architects, to var ious nat ional 
associat ions and inst i tutes of the English 
speaking wor ld , and to the United Nations High 
Commiss ioner for Human Rights. The UN has 
campaigned for many years for universal 
abol i t ion of capital pun ishment . A l though 
Canada does not invoke the death penal ty at 
th is t ime , I wr i te in the hope tha t the 
arch i tectura l profession everywhere wi l l 
suppor t the United Nations ef forts , thereby 
adding considerable force to the abol i t ion 
movemen t . 

Respectful ly 

A r thu r Al len, ret i red archi tect . 
6040 Marine Drive 
West Vancouver, B.C. V7W 2S3 
arta l lenarch i tect@qmai l .com 

copies t o ; lUA, RIBA, AIA, RAIA, NZIA, SAIA, 
I IA , ADPSR. 

Office of the High Commiss ioner for Human 
Rights, OHCHR, Geneva. 
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U N D U E R E S T R A I N T 

Ar thu r Allen 

The Correct ional Service of Canada has used 
two te rms w i th reference to conf inement in 
single occupancy cells - "pun i t ive dissociat ion", 
and "admin is t ra t ive dissociat ion". In th is art ic le 
I use the words " iso lat ion", "seclusion", and 
"segregat ion", to indicate conf inement as a 
f o rm of pun ishment . The words "so l i tary 
con f inement" are wide ly used in var ious ways. 
This art ic le uses it to refer to single occupancy 
cells used for several purposes - protect ive 
custody, psychiatr ic or medical separat ion, or 
other non-puni t ive uses. Termino logy in this 
f ield is changeable, and euphemism is 
common. In Mi l lhaven, an Ontar io m a x i m u m 
secur i ty prison, isolation cells have been called 
"env i ronmenta l contro l areas". 

I n a modern prison cell designed for puni t ive 
isolat ion, there are no devices, ancient or 
modern , for the t o rmen t of the occupant, no 
guard is present to th reaten or abuse the 
prisoner, and no other human contact is 
a l lowed. There are only bare cei l ings and walls, 
w i th a to i let , and a matt ress on the f loor. 
Prisoners call an isolation ceil " the hole". I t is 
the most feared place in a pr ison, notor ious for 
sickness, depress ion, and the suicides tha t take 
place w i th in . Some wr i te rs , Canadian and 

Amer ican, describe isolation cells as concrete 
or steel boxes, w i th no w indow, and art i f ic ia l 
l ight ing n ight and day. The cell door is of steel 
plate w i th a covered observat ion slot operable 
on the exter ior . In these cells prisoners come 
face-to-face w i th destruct ive arch i tecture tha t 
can help destroy sani ty and take a l ife. 

Howard Saper, Correct ional Inves t iga tor for 
Canadian federal prisons, in a recent ta lk in 
Vancouver, (1) showed a Canadian isolat ion 
cell w i t h bare wal ls and cei l ing, a smal l 
w indow, a mattress on a steel bed w i th t ie-
down straps, and a solid door w i th vis ion and 
food slots. Conversat ions w i th guards and 
nurses, if a l lowed, take place th rough the food 
slot low on the door. I t was not intended to be 
th is way. In the late 18"' century the 
pen i tent iary was devised where in sol i tary 
con f inement was planned to al low t ime for 
remorse and div ine forg iveness to do the i r 
work . That hope is long gone; complete 
iso lat ion, especial ly for long t ime periods, has 
o f ten been tr ied and j udged as cruel and 
unusual pun ishment . 

In recent years the rapid increase in numbers 
of menta l l y ill people in Canadian penitent iar ies 
adds pressure to th is issue. Conf inement using 
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physical restraints for menta l ly ill people is 
coming into sharp focus in the context of Bill C-
10, the Canadian Omnibus Cr ime Bill now 
moving rapidly to par l iamentary cons iderat ion. 
Regarding pr isoners' access to menta l health 
services, the Annual Report of the Office of the 
Correct ional Invest igator (OCI) for 2010 -2011 
is not ent i re ly clear on the d ist inct ion between 
sol i tary conf inement and punit ive isolat ion in 
management of menta l health s i tuat ions. OCI 
has advised tha t sol i tary con f inement w i th 
psychiatr ic restra ints is general ly, but not 
a lways, reserved for Regional T rea tmen t 
Centres (psychiatr ic pr isons). I suspect t ha t 
admin is t ra t ive discret ion in regular prisons 
uses a m ix tu re of sol i tary con f inement and 
puni t ive isolation for the al leged good order of 
the ins t i tu t ion . The OCI Report notes concern 
t ha t under Bill C-10; 

"Segregat ion remains all too often 
the only a l ternat ive to house of fenders 
w i th acute menta l health s ymp toms . " 

(2) 

The report goes on to refer to cases of 
...."almost cont inuous use of seclusion and 
restra ints in depr iv ing env i ronments to manage 
sel f- injur ious behavior. This approach is 
inconsistent w i th research and exper ience on 
protect ive factors for prevent ing se l f - in jury in 
pr ison", (3) These practices contravene 
United Nations and Canadian Bills of Rights, 
and effect ive menta l health policy. They now 

arouse nat ion-wide protests f r om professional 
associations of psychiatry, law, and 
psychology, and f r om human i ta r ian and civil 
r ights inst i tut ions. 

Architects are not responsible for the social and 
admin is t ra t ive separat ions tha t place an 
of fender in pr ison, or in seclusion. But in the 
inter ior design of these cells, archi tects fo l low 
instruct ions and provide surround ings known 
for the psychological distress caused by 
sensory depr iva t ion . Extensive exper iments on 
th is subject in the 1950s showed tha t even 
normal subjects were prone to hal luc inat ions 
w i th in hours in the u t te r so l i tude of a lonely, 
si lent, d im and visual ly barren env i ronment . 
The effects of sensory depr ivat ion are now so 
wide ly known t ha t I doubt any archi tect can 
claim ignorance of the consequences of 
isolation in a depr ived env i ronment . I t fo l lows 
tha t a designer shares responsibi l i ty for any 
damage caused by the use of such a place. The 
arch i tectura l profession needs to d ist inguish 
between necessary and counterproduct ive 
restra int in prison des ign, and to take f i rm 
ethical posit ions on the practices of so l i tary 
conf inement and puni t ive isolat ion, especial ly 
for menta l ly ill inmates. 

I t seems unl ike ly t ha t archi tects involved in 
prison design could negot iate changes to 
inhumane aspects of a correct ional cl ient's 
bui lding p rog ramme. National and provincial 



associations and inst i tutes of arch i tecture have 
no such prob lem, and they ought to be 
concerned about some th ings tha t architects 
are asked to do. North Amer ican architects 
have been involved in the fa i lure of seclusion 
cells for more than 200 years. I urge tha t the 
Canadian profession take a stand on puni t ive 
isolation and unat tended psychiatr ic 
separat ion, and add its voice to advocates now 
asking for abandonment of such cruel and fut i le 
practices. 

Date w r i t t e n , Nov 2 0 1 1 

Sent as p r in ted above t o Canada's Min ister o f Justice, 
D i rec tor of Correct ions, Correct iona l I nves t i ga to r , and 
Associat ions and In s t i t u t e s of A r ch i t e c tu re In Canada; 
23 Nov 2 0 1 1 . 

Notes 

1 . Saper, Howard , Nov. 2 0 1 1 , Mental Health 
Concerns in Corrections, Public address 
t o t he Sch izophren ia Soc iety, West 
Vancouve r Public L ibrary. 

2, 3. Annua l Report , 2010 - 2 0 1 1 , Issues in 
Focus, Lessons Learned, 
Off ice of t h e Correct iona l I nves t i ga to r . 

4 . Johns ton , No rman , ( 1 9 7 3 j , The Human 
Cage, New York: Wa lker and Co. p 30 . 

5 Dickens, Char les, ( 1 8 4 2 ) American 
Notes, Ch. 7. From "The V ic tor ian Web", 
t ransc r i bed t o h tm l by Phill ip V. 
A l l l ngham 

A d d e n d u m , December 2 0 1 1 . 

I n 1842 Char les Dickens tou red the Uni ted Sta tes . I n his 
t rave l s he v is i ted and Inspected t he Eastern S ta te 
Pen i tent iary , near Phi ladelphia, and was g r an t ed l i be r ty t o 
ta l k w i t h anyone In the bu i ld ing. Des igned by John 
Hav l land, t he pr ison was comp le ted In 1836. The f o r m was 
rad ia l , w i t h 7 w ings conta in ing generous, hea ted , s ing le 
occupancy cel ls, each w i t h wa te r supp ly and to i l e t . I t 
opera ted on t he Pennsylvania Sys tem, hopefu l o f pen i tence 
and r e f o rm In u t t e r so l i tude; Inmates s tayed In t he i r cells 
t h r o u g h o u t t he i r sentence, except fo r ser ious I l lness. ( 4 ) 

I n his l e t te rs Dickens Included "Phi ladelphia and Its So l i ta ry 
Pr ison" ( 5 ) His t h ough t s Inc luded; 

I hold th i s s low and dal ly t ampe r i n g w i t h t he 
mys te r i e s o f t h e bra in , t o be Immeasu rab l y worse 
t han any t o r t u r e of t he body: and because Its 
ghas t ly s igns and tokens are not so pa lpab le t o 
t he eye and sense of touch as scars upon t he 
f l esh; because Its wounds are not upon t he 
sur face, and It e x t o r t s few cries t h a t h u m a n ears 
can hear; t he re f o re I t he more denounce I t , as a 
secret pun i s hmen t wh ich s l umber i ng h u m a n i t y Is 
not roused up t o s tay . 



23 November 2011 

The Honourable Rob Nicholson 
Minister of Justice 
Houses of Par l iament 
Ottawa, Ontar io, 

Re; Bill C-IG, Omnibus Crime Bill 

Dear Minister Nicholson 

Regarding the noted legis lat ion, I w r i t e to state 
professional concerns about expansion of 
prison faci l it ies and measures proposed for 
deal ing w i th menta l ly ill inmates in Canada's 
federal penitent iar ies. 

The attached art ic le, "Undue Restraint", 
identif ies isolation of people a lready s t rugg l ing 
w i th menta l il lness as barbarous and counter
product ive. I t wi l l aggravate the i r condi t ion and 
increase the danger they pose to themse lves 
and others. Humani tar ian advocacy, including 
United Nations s ta tements on cruel , i nhuman , 
and degrading t r e a tmen t or pun ishment , has 
advised tha t no menta l ly ill person should ever 
be depr ived of human contact. 

Many predict t ha t excessive incarcerat ion in 
prison bui ldings under harsh t r e a tmen t 
practices wil l aggravate rather than solve our 
problems. The fa i lure of public policy and 
services in this area in recent Amer ican 
eyperience extend to arch i tecture and the 
possibi l ity of over-bu i ld ing in Canada. 

By copy of th is letter to its associations and 
inst i tutes in Canada, I ask tha t the 
arch i tectura l profession advocate and 
part ic ipate in ethica l , funct iona l , and cost-
benef i t analyses of projects under taken 
pursuant to Bill C-10. 

Respectful ly 

A r thur Al len 

Ret ired A rch i t ec t 
6 0 4 0 Mar ine Dr ive 
West Vancouver , B.C. 
V7W 2S3 
a r t a l i ena r ch i t e c t i aqma i i . c om 

End; "Undue Restra int" , 2 pages. 
Cc -The Director , Correct iona l Serv ice of Canada. 

-Off ice o f t he Correct ional I nves t i ga to r . 
-Royal Arch i tec tura l I n s t i t u t e of Canada. 
-Provincia l Associat ions and In s t i t u t e s o f 
A r ch i t e c tu re . 



F A M I L Y V I S I T I N G 0 1 October 2012 

The Honourable Vic Toews 
Minister of Justice 
Par l iament Bui ldings 
Ot tawa, Ontar io. 

Dear Minister Toews, 

I am disappointed to read the negat ive opin ion 
of pr ivate fami ly v is i t ing at the Saskatchewan 
Penitent iary. (Regina Leader Post, 2 1 Sept 
2012 ) . I prefer the exp lanat ion of the 
Correct ional Service, especial ly the comment 
t ha t these v is i ts .... "support publ ic safety by 
assist ing inmates to mainta in the i r fami l ia l 
relationships".... As a c i t izen, I share the la t ter 
po int of v iew. 

As an archi tect , I extend th is concept to my 
profess ion. I t appears t ha t d isrupt ion of fami ly 
v is i t ing in Canadian penitent iar ies intends to 
separate people rather than help t h em live 
together . Archi tects who design in suppor t of 
t ha t e f for t wil l bear the i r share of the 
consequences. 

Arch i tecture is not noted for designs t ha t 
separate and isolate people. Great bui ld ings 
and smal l homes all celebrate togetherness of 
qccupants. In monaster ies, asy lums, and 
prisons, indiv iduals and groups are separated 
for d i f ferent reasons, but the pr imary purpose 
even of those bui ld ings is to gather people in 

one place. Separat ion of groups and indiv iduals 
w i th in a prison can be necessary for medical or 
psychiatr ic reasons, or to contro l ethnic, gang 
or personal violence. Iso lat ion of of fenders may 
also be a f o rm of re t r i bu t i on . I f fu tu re pr isons 
do not provide spaces for fami ly v is i t ing, t ha t 
def ic iency may funct ion as vengefu l 
pun i shment t ha t wil l adversely affect all f am i l y 
members and do noth ing for publ ic safety. 

In the 1960s and 70s, archi tects des igned 
comfor tab le prisons described as aids t o 
rehab i l i ta t ion. They were of ten at tacked by 
crit ics as "count ry clubs". Wi th correct ional 
policy in Canada now reversed, there can be no 
bet ter t ime for both pol i t ic ians and archi tects t o 
ask env i ronment -behav iour research wha t i t 
knows about the facts and the value of f am i l y 
v i s i t ing . 

Respectful ly 

A r thu r Al len, ret i red arch i tect 
6040 Marine Drive, West Vancouver, B.C. 
V7W 2S3 
Email ar ta l lenarch i tect(aqmai l .com 

cc Arch i tecture Canada, (RAIC) 
The Director, Canada Correct ional Service 
Howard Sapers, Correct ional Inves t iga to r 
The Regina Leader-Post 
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THE ARCHITECTURE 

OF CONFINEMENT 

D E S I G N F O R HUMAN R I G H T S A r thu r Allen 2 5 O c t 2 0 1 3 

P A R T 2 rev. 31 Oct 2013 

14 April 2015 

Prepared for the 2013 Annual Conference , SEA CHANGE - Architecture on the 
Crest, presented by the Archi tectura l Ins t i t u te of Br it ish Columbia, A I B C , and the 
Amer ican Ins t i t u te of Architects, Nor thwest and Pacific Region, A I A NW&PR, . in 
Vancouver, B.C., October 23 to 26, 2013. 

For de l ivery by ; 

R a p h a e l Sperry/ P A R T 1, concerning the campaign now underway by Archi tects, 
Designers, Planners for Social Responsibi l i ty, A D P S R , advocat ing observance of human 
r ights in design of pr isons. 

A r t h u r A l len , P A R T 2, concerning professional responsibi l i ty and the arch i tecture of 
conf inement . 

32. 



C O N T E N T S 

P A R T 1 Sperry 's del ivery i l lustrated and discussed the in tent and progress of A D P S R in 
prepar ing a pet i t ion to the Amer ican Ins t i t u te of Archi tects urg ing prohib i t ion of design 
of spaces for execut ion, long t e rm sol i tary conf inement , and to r tu re . Vis it the ADPSR 
webs i te for In format ion on prison h istory, pr ison design and contro l , and prison towns . 

P A R T 2 Al len's address gave a shor t verbal del ivery of th is document , w i t h a copy g iven to each 
guest. 

Issues; The Failure of Imp r i s onmen t 

Prison Construct ion Act iv i ty in Canada, 1835 - 2013 

Arch i tectura l Si lence on Human Rights and Failure of Prisons 

Codes of Professional Conduct 

End Notes 

Research notes a t tached; 

History of Protest on Capital Punishment, Sol i tary Conf inement , and 
Tor ture . 

Canadian Federal Penitentiar ies, by date of const ruct ion. 

Rates of Incarcerat ion 

Early Asylums of Western Canada, a historical sketch. 

List of o ther publ icat ions and cur rent wr i t i ng of A r thu r Al len 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n s ; by Tom Lutes, AIBC legal counsel. 

Par t 1; R a p h a e l S p e r r y , A I A , San Francisco, for Archi tects, Designers and Planners for 

Social Responsibi l i ty A D P S R , on Amer ican prisons and design for human r ights , 

P a r t 2; A r t h u r A l l en , A I B C , re t i red, Vancouver, on arch i tecture, the fa i lure of 

impr i sonment , and arch i tects ' silence on t ha t s i tuat ion . 

P a r t 2 O B J E C T I V E S 

To re late observat ions and opin ions of crit ics who ma in ta in t ha t the h istory of impr i sonment in 
North Amer ica is a story of pers istent fa i lure. 

To present an out l ine of prison construct ion in Canada. 

To consider the silence of archi tect 's on design for human r ights and the fa i lure of pr isons. 

To suggest appropr ia te responses and changes to arch i tectura l service and scholarship 
regard ing conf inement . 

The design of pr ison bui ld ings per se is not at the centre of these ta lks . Concern of both speakers 
focuses on social and polit ical uses and abuses of arch i tecture in the service of penal inst i tut ions. The 
speakers argue t ha t where bui l t spaces are intent iona l ly designed for act iv i t ies t ha t defy human r ights 
of occupants, archi tects must resist des igning for i nhumane act iv i t ies. Where a l ternat ive measures fo r 
management of non-v io lent of fenders are proven and avai lable, it becomes ethical ly necessary fo r 
archi tects to quest ion the i r record and present practices in service to penal inst i tut ions. 

The comment s above do not apply to the design of prisons for dangerous or f raudu len t of fenders. I n 
those cases prisons mus t be designed and bui l t , w i th a t ten t ion to human i ta r ian s tandards. A br ief 
c ommen t on psychiatr ic con f inement is appended to th is paper. I t is re levant to the possible re turn of 
secure asy lums for those who need t h e m but are now unshel tered or improper ly held in prisons. 
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P A R T 2, B A C K G R O U N D 

The words "pen i t en t i a r y " and " a s y l u m " have not a lways conveyed the anger, v io lence, and fear 
associated w i th those inst i tut ions th rough the 19'" and 20'" centur ies. Both were init ia l ly charged w i t h 
high hope and ideal ism, and arch i tecture was essential to the good th ings expected at the i r c reat ion. 
The pen i tent iary did br ing to an end the public celebrat ions of hang ing, decapi tat ion, mut i la t ion and 
d i smembe rmen t of cr imina l of fenders. The t ragedy of both inst i tut ions was tha t they lost touch w i t h 
the i r or ig ins, and in t ime operated for s torage rather than recovery of the people commi t t ed to the i r 
contro l and care. Both became known for b ru ta l i ty of keepers, and for the endless boredom of life in 
con f inement w i t hou t social act iv i ty . Hopes fo r fu l l - t ime sol i tude in ear ly peni tent iar ies fa i led. The 
cont inued use of so l i tary conf inement , especial ly as pun ishment , has only replaced old horrors w i t h a 
new one - t h e depress ion and suicide of pr isoners suf fer ing social and sensory depr ivat ion in isolat ion 
cells. 

This presentat ion proceeds w i th the convict ion t ha t prisons in Canada and the United States, whi le a 
few may a lways be necessary fo r rest ra int o f dangerous of fenders, have otherwise become inef fect ive 
and immora l ins t i tut ions t ha t del iver only i l lusions of public safety in re turn for massive i nves tment in 
the i r promises.- In search of ef fect ive managemen t of c r ime and pun ishment , the ex ten t of 
impr i sonment , and the nature and number of bui ld ings so essential to i t , are in need of 
recons iderat ion. In Canada, since 2012, expans ion of prisons and a re turn to harsh condi t ions of 
con f inement make th is an urgent mat te r . 
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T H E F A I L U R E O F I M P R I S O N M E N T . 

How is i t t h a t an ins t i tu t ion t ha t has fai led so badly for so long cont inues in t he 
face of cr i t ic ism f r om every s ide." Bob Sommer , 1976 1. 

We need to ask if historical and cur rent practices of penal con f inement have ever realized the h igh 
hopes and jus t i f i ed the huge investments made in the construct ion and operat ion of prison bui ld ings. 
Arch i tectura l wr i t ings on the ethics and mora l i t y of pr ison design are hard to f i nd . Results of my own 
readings indicate t ha t arch i tectura l books and art ic les general ly avoid the quest ion of fa i lure, and 
cont inue to p romote the idea tha t all wi l l be wel l if prisons are g iven humane design w i th a t ten t i on t o 
the comfor ts and beauty expected of works of arch i tecture. The though ts of non-architects are not so 
opt imis t i c . 

O b s e r v a t i o n s on t h e . F a i i u r e of I m p r i s o n m e n t in t h e W e s t e r n W o r l d . 

1777, England 

1818, England 

John Howard publ ished "The State of the Prisons", repor t ing crowded congregate 
prisons, inhumane t r ea tmen t , and poor condi t ions of health and bui ld ing 
operat ion preva lent under bruta l Brit ish just i ce of t ha t t ime . Numerous addenda 
fo l lowed, report ing on his w ide- spread t rave ls and pr ison inspections. 

Thomas Powell Buxton, MP in the Brit ish Parl iament, reacted to increasing c r ime 
by v is i t ing Brit ish prisons. He concluded tha t pr isons produce rather t han 
prevent cr ime, and reported on overc rowd ing, idleness, poor food, rec id iv ism 
and a heterogeneous populat ion which t augh t pet ty of fenders to become more 
prof ic ient in cr ime. According to Buxton, "Cr ime and misery are t he natura l 
and necessary consequences of our present sys tem of pr ison disc ip l ine." 
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1 9 3 1 , USA The Wickersham Commiss ion report Social Factors In Juvenile Delinquency, 
concluded t ha t 'The prison does not re fo rm the c r imina l . I t fai ls to protec t 
soc iety." 

1968, USA Dur ing civi l unrest in the 1960s, Karl Menninger, psychiatr ist , examined and 
reported on the ent i re Amer ican system of jus t i ce . In 1968 he publ ished a book. 
The Crime of Punishment, and wro te ; 

I t is a we l l -known fact t h a t re lat ive ly few of fenders are caught, and mos t 
of those arrested are released. But society makes a fet ish of wreak ing 
" pun i shmen t " as i t is cal led, on an occasional captured and convicted one. 

Enough scapegoats mus t go th rough the mil l to keep the legend of 
pun i t ive " jus t i ce " al ive and to keep our ja i l s and prisons, however fu t i l e 
and expensive, crowded and wre tched . 2. 

The j a c ke t of the book notes t ha t in Menninger's v iew ....'The cr ime of 
pun i shment is t ha t pun i shment aggravates cr ime. Quick and appropr ia te 
penalt ies are required - not a sp i r i t of vengeance." .... Republ icat ion of his book 
is underway; v is i t www.citizensforeffectlvejustlce.org for detai ls. 

1976, USA Robert Sommer , psychologist, publ ished The End of Imprisonment, in wh ich he 
asked; ...."how is it tha t an inst i tu t ion t ha t has fai led so badly for so long 
cont inues in the face of cr i t ic ism f r om every side.".... see end note 2. 

1977, USA Menninger publ ished an art ic le . Doing True Justice, and r emarked ; 
. . . " Impr isonment is a d i r ty , cruel , expensive method of handl ing scapegoats. 
Only vengeance could bl ind us to its inherent wastefu lness We atone fo r 
our rel iance upon it by spending much valuable t ime and energy discussing the 
prob lem, whi le cont inu ing to let archi tects and contractors c omm i t us to a 
vic ious pract ice. 3 . 

2 0 1 1 , Canada, USA, On March 3, 2 0 1 1 , the Toronto Globe and Mall reported t ha t Asa Hutch inson, a 
Republ ican Congressman f r om Arkansas, had addressed a House of Commons 
public safety commi t t ee . He supported a Republican re-evaluat ion of Amer ica 's 
incarcerat ion policies, say ing; ...."We have made some mistakes and I hope you 
can learn f r om those mistakes'.... 
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I n the United States, fo l lowing urban t roubles of the 1960s, a Presidential Commi t tee on Causes and 
Prevent ion of Violence was advised t ha t only a smal l proport ion of the es t imated cr iminal populat ion 
goes to pr ison. Carl Rauh, advisor to the A t to rney General 's off ice, es t imated tha t of 100 cr imes 
commi t t ed , 50 are repor ted, 12 suspects are arrested, 6 convicted, and 1.5 are sent to pr ison. 

I n Canada, a Corrections and. Conditional Release Statistical Overview, (15 May 2013) issued by the 
Canadian Depar tment of Public Safety, s tated tha t ...."relatively few cr imes result in sentences t o 
federal pen i tent iar ies ." The report noted tha t of 2,277,258 cr imes reported to police in 2 0 1 1 , 
5,115 wen t to federal prisons, and 74 , 471 to provincial inst i tut ions; a to ta l incarcerat ion rate of 3.49 
7o 

For caut ious in te rpre ta t ion of the stat ist ics quoted, t he Statistical Overview noted above should be 
consulted on def in i t ions, scope and l imi tat ions of repor t ing processes. The numbers shown do appear 
to conf i rm t ha t the enormous ef for t and expense of bui ld ing and operat ing prisons, especial ly in t he 
United States a f te r 1980, has dealt w i t h a very smal l port ion of the cr imina l populat ion. The low 
percentage of of fenders conf ined also sharpens the po int of Sommer 's 1976 quest ion; how can it be 
t ha t the North Amer ican public, and its professional and polit ical agents, wi l l to lerate inef fect ive 
incarcerat ion t ha t leaves over 95 % of cr imina l populat ions a t large and presumably happy a t t he i r 
work? Among the answers to his own quest ion, Sommer wro te ; 

There is someth ing basically wrong w i th the idea of forc ib ly remov ing lawbreakers f r om 
society, br ing ing t h em toge the r in a single locat ion, and placing t h e m under the domina t i on of 
keepers for long periods. 4 . 

I n his proposed reduct ion of the use of impr i sonment , Sommer es t imated ( in 1976) t ha t 25 percent of 
inmates could be released immed ia te ly , t ha t another 2 5 % could leave w i th in a year, and t ha t pr ison 
populat ions could be reduced to 10 % of the i r present levels w i th no decrease in public safety. 

Menninger and Sommer are persuasive. The feel ings of people, part icu lar ly members of a v i c t im 's 
fami ly out raged by a heinous c r ime, arouse passionate cries for direct, personal revenge. In add i t i on , 
when we are able to catch and conf ine only a smal l number of cr iminals, the ma jo r i t y of w h o m are t he 
unski l led or un lucky ones l ikely to be caught and/or unable to defend themse lves due to pover ty or 
racial d i sc r iminat ion, we t rea t t h em as scapegoats, abus ing t h em in place of the successful cr imina ls 
we have not caught. In th is drama of d irect and indirect vengeance it seems tha t people who favor 
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harsh pun i shment wan t prisons, and are wi l l ing to accept high moral and monetary costs as the price 
of vengefu l sat is fact ion. 

Retal iat ion in search of revenge has been w i th us for a long t ime . I t was 1800 B.C. when Hammurab i 
carved ... "an eye for an eye, a t oo th for a tooth". . . into stone pi l lars in Babylon. That code of law 
became known as Lex Tal ionis, The Law of Retal iat ion. I t is sti l l in use in codes of honour of c r imina l 
gangs, and Its sp i r i t remains In favor w i th people who feel sat isfact ion when an old score is sett led in 
th is way and the v i c t im can say t ha t jus t i ce has been done. 

Less obvious desires for revenge appear to cycle t h rough the processes of c r ime and pun ishment . A 
person abused by an ind i f ferent or un jus t society may break the law to even the score. I f the society 
then demands its own revenge and scapegoats the of fender, the cycle can cont inue th rough a numbe r 
of offences and re- incarcerat ions. I know of no more pressing instance in Canadian affairs than the 
p l ight of abor ig inal people f r om Northern Canada. They f o rm an undu ly high port ion of pr ison 
populat ions based on prob lems of race, hea l th , educat ion, substance abuse, and fami ly and 
c ommun i t y d i s rupt ion . ( Aboriginal people comprise 3.6% of the general population, but 20% within 
prisons.) Destruct ion of the i r means of surv iva l by petro-chemica l and min ing industr ies, and by 
global wa rm ing , is now at a d isastrous scale. Archi tects and bui lders do have i t both ways; they prof i t 
f r om the industr ia l g rowth of our t imes , then design prisons for those who do not qu ie t ly submi t to 
t ha t unk ind new wor l d . 

The consequences of c rowding large bui ld ings w i th menta l l y ill or cr imina l people has a precedent in 
the h istory of general hospitals. In 1765 the Hotel-Dleu, in Paris, was in a ter r ib ly crowded and f i l thy 
cond i t ion. I t was common ly called the most dangerous hospital in Europe. Waste remova l was 
pr im i t i ve; sewage and medical wastes were col lected in containers, and dumped th rough w indows or 
f loor openings into dra inage channels below, thence into the Seine. Denis Diderot, phi losopher, 
resisted the deve lopment of large and crowded hospitals, and wro te : "to ming le the sick in the 
same place is to use t hem to kill each other . " 5. Crowded asy lums did not kill pat ients, but they 
did leave many in a vegetat ive state f r om the endless boredom of the i r inact ive l ives. The wal ls of 
prisons separate of fenders f r om the i r fami l ies and commun i t i es , which are replaced by inmate social 
s t ructures t ha t foster anti-social behavior. Bul ly ing is r i fe, as is protect ion of t ra f f i c in drugs and 
homosexual favors . The result ing mayhem of personal, racist, and gang violence l i teral ly uses 
pr isoners to ma im and murde r each other . 
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I have never heard even a rabid proponent of harsh jus t i ce c la im tha t violence among prisoners is an 
intent iona l subst i tu te for corporal or capital pun ishment . Tolerance of un intent iona l consequences 
however, is c ommon , as in the popular phrase lock 'em up, and throw away the keyl I n th i s 
case, any a t t emp t to spl i t hairs over responsibi l i ty for intended or un intended consequences is 
i r re levant. The vio lence of life in pr isons has been known for so long tha t architects cannot deny 
knowledge of the fact t ha t the i r restra in ing wal ls make possible the off icial and unoff ic ial b ru ta l i ty of 
life in pr ison. 

R e c e n t Po l i t i ca l a n d Off ic ia l R e s p o n s e s to C r i m e a n d I m p r i s o n m e n t 

1968 USA Omnibus Cr ime Control and Safe Streets Act was in i t iated by Lyndon Johnson. I t 
was seen as part of Johnson's "wa r on cr ime" , and created The Law Enforcement 
Assistance Admin i s t ra t i on . By 1971 LEAA had establ ished the National 
Clear inghouse for Correct ional P rogramming and Arch i tecture a t the Univers i ty 
of I l l ino is, School of Arch i tecture. Lead by Frederick Moyer, arch i tect , and Edith 
Flynn, sociologist, a staff of 45 provided technical assistance and review pending 
LEAA grants fo r a wide range of bui ld ing projects. Commun i t y faci l i t ies were 
included but no large prison bui ld ings. The progressive work of LEAA was shor t 
l ived. By 1980 the war on drugs had been proc la imed by Rockefeller in New 
York, and the Reagan admin i s t ra t ion announced the tough on cr ime policy along 
w i t h the enormous p rogram of prison bui ld ing t ha t prevai led to the end of the 
20'" Century. 

1993, USA Wash ington State announced the f i rs t 3 str ikes law. I t spread rapid ly, but was 
soon seen to crowd prisons w i t hou t reducing c r ime. California drast ical ly reduced 
its 3 str ike s ta tu te in 2012 . 

2004 USA George W. Bush conceded the fa i lure of tough jus t i ce and began ef for ts to create 
a Second Chance Act. I t became law in 2008-2009 , and provided funds for 
c ommun i t y re-ent ry programs for qual i f ied non-v io lent of fenders. 
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2007, USA Janet Reno, U S A t to rney General, and off icials, announced re-assessment of 
indeterminate sentencing and rehabi l i tat ion as ways of reducing recid iv ism and 
lower ing prison populat ions t ha t had g rown so large under " t ough on c r ime " 
legis lat ion. 

2012 Canada Canada is not fo l lowing the recent Amer ican reversal of severe jus t i ce , and is 
now carry ing on w i th its own tough on cr ime agenda. Bill CIO, an omn ibus bill 
f o rma l ly known as the Safe Streets and Communi t i es Act, was passed into law In 
March, 2012 . I t faced heavy oppos i t ion on many counts, especial ly accusat ions 
t ha t it was a copy- cat of the Amer ican precedent now acknowledged as a 
fa i lure. I t s provis ions include funds for expans ion of pr ison faci l i t ies, and for 
so l i tary con f inement and physical restra int of menta l l y ill pr isoners w i t hou t 
qual i f ied at tendance and for extended periods of t ime . 

Architects in pr ison design have it both ways. In the polit ical swings of our democrat i c nat ions, 
conservat ive gove rnmen t s ask for more prisons, of large size and severe design. When the next 
l iberal gove rnment arr ives, we are asked to bui ld smal ler, more comfor tab le ones. Prison const ruct ion 
periodical ly booms, but se ldom busts; archi tects a lways obl ige. 

P R I S O N C O N S T R U C T I O N A C T I V I T Y O u t l i n e s of C a n a d i a n a n d A m e r i c a n P r i s o n C o n s t r u c t i o n 

T h e Un i ted S t a t e s 

In Part 1, Raphael Sperry has del ivered his out l ine of Amer ican prison const ruct ion. See the ADPSR 
websites, under ''Prison History", "Prison, Design and Control", and "Prison Towns". The fo l lowing 
though ts on Canadian inst i tut ions include notes compar ing the two nat ional experiences, as seen f r om 
a Canadian po int of v iew. 

C a n a d a See research notes attached for a list of Canadian federal prisons, hy date of 
construction. 
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The f i rs t pen i tent iary in Canada was bui l t in 1834, in Kingston, Ontar io. I t was a hybr id plan, referr ing 
to Pennsylvania's Eastern State Penitent iary, and to the radial (T) plan In Auburn , New York. I t was 
f i rst intended as a re form school, but opened as a pr ison. In 1835 Kingston engaged two high off icers 
f r om Auburn , and operated using the s i lent work sys tem. Cells were 2.5 x 8 feet, and immed ia te ly 
crit ic ized as "pigeon holes." By 1870 the Rockwood Asy lum was operat ing w i th in the prison to house 
menta l ly str icken inmates, including those damaged by sol i tary conf inement in the pr ison. Kingston 
funct ioned for m a x i m u m security, w i th a rated capacity of 386 male offenders, and was fo rma l ly 
closed on 30 Sept 2013. Labeled "The Prison Capital of Canada", 8 addit ional faci l it ies were bui l t in 
the Kingston region, including Mi l lhaven, (1971) a m a x i m u m security prison intended to replace the 
or ig inal bui ldings. 

Prior to 1958, Canada, (by then including Newfound land) , operated only 7 federal prisons, w i th 
Kingston the f lagship of the Canadian sys tem. Construct ion had been slow, w i th long interva ls 
between construct ion of new inst i tut ions. Designs were based on 19'"century bui ldings of Brit ish and 
Amer ican precedent. Af ter 1959, unt i l 2006, a series of Liberal and moderate Conservat ive 
governments developed a steady program provid ing new med ium and m i n i m u m inst i tut ions, w i t h 4 
new max imum secur i ty prisons, and 3 psychiatr ic faci l it ies constructed in the 1970s and 
1980s.Designs fo l lowed and developed var iants of cottage and podular s t ructures, somet imes called 
"en l i gh tened" designs. They were mot ivated in Canada and the United States by a desire to soften the 
sever i ty and in t imidat ing scale of ear l ier designs, and to give a t tent ion to the new science. 
Env i ronmenta l Psychology, and what it had to say about behavioural and social impacts of design for 
conf inement . 

At present the largest federal prison in Canada Is the 1911 Saskatchewan Penitent iary, holding 659 
inmates. A provincial pr ison, the new Edmonton Remand Centre, is designed for 1952 occupants. I t is 
the largest and most sophist icated remand prison centre in Canada. The 1915 Guelph Correct ional 
Ins t i tu t i on was once Canada's largest pr ison, conf in ing 660 prisoners in 1916. Guelph was closed in 
2 0 0 1 . Sources for the occupancy stat ist ics noted do not clari fy the historical use of double or even 
t r ip le bunk ing contemplated by Canadian author i t ies in the i r present prison expansion plans. 

Compar ison of Amer ican and Canadian prisons shows remarkab le contrasts. In all respects the 
Amer ican approach is gigant ic, notwi thstand ing the 10 fold di f ference in populat ion of the two nat ions. 



The present rate of incarcerat ion is 6.4 t imes higher in America. The scale of its penal sys tem, and the 
number, size, and populat ion of specific prisons great ly exceeds tha t of Canadian experience. 

Public awareness of prisons in the USA appears to be much higher than in Canada. I t is t empt i ng , bu t 
beyond the scope of this discussion, to examine the history of Amer ican l i terature, f i lm , and 
te levis ion, each med ium f requent ly using prisons for documentary and f ict ional mater ia l to feed an 
apparent ly endless appet i te for d ramas of law and order. Wi th high a t ten t ion to Amer ican media, I 
venture to say tha t w i th the except ion of Kingston, Canadian citizens are most fami l iar w i th the 
prisons named "Sing-Sing", "Alcatraz", and "Leavenworth" . 

C o s t of R e c e n t P r i son C o n s t r u c t i o n E x p a n s i o n P r o g r a m m e s in North A m e r i c a 

USA; Af ter 1980 the Amer ican prison system under took the biggest boom in its construct ion 
h istory, dr iven by the " tough on c r ime" and "war on d rugs" approach in i t iated by the 
Reagan Admin is t ra t ion and Governor Rockefeller of New York State respect ively. 
According to U.S. General Account ing Office stat ist ics f r om 1980 to 1994, expend i tures 
averaged $1.42 bi l l ion /year , a tota l of $19.88 bil l ion over 14 years, for all state and 
federal faci l i t ies. Since approx imate ly 2006 Federal and State author i t ies have 
acknowledged the failure of tough just i ce , and are reconsidering rehabi l i tat ion programs, 
reduct ion of prison populat ions, and decommiss ion ing or demol i t ion of excess prison 
bui ld ings. 

Note on a l t e r n a t i v e p r o g r a m s . I n 1976, Milton Rector, pres ident of the National 
Council on Cr ime and Del inquency, noted tha t a l ternat ives to incarcerat ion for non-
serious of fenders, including electronic mon i to r ing , day report ing and work release 
programs, drug t r ea tmen t , and drug courts, had all been successful ly t r ied in New York, 
Florida, Texas, and Cal i fornia. In 2010, the National Ins t i t u te of Correct ions, NIC, 
updated the Rector essay, advis ing t ha t in 2008 the use of the noted a l ternat ives, in 
nat ionwide prisons and ja i l s , would have produced est imated savings of $ 9.7 bi l l ion. 6. 
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C a n a d a ; Star t ing in the late 1990s, the growing polit ical power of the react ionary Conservat ive 
Party announced intent ions to fol low Amer ican precedent w i th " tough on c r ime" 
policies. Litt le act ion was taken under m inor i t y governments unt i l 2 0 1 1 , when a 
ma jo r i t y in par l iament was achieved. Since then Conservat ive Government under 
Stephen Harper has moved to return to severe just ice, w i th expansion of prison 
faci l i t ies, and has passed into law the Safe Streets and Communities Act of March 2012 . 

The present p rog ram of Federal prison expansion wil l bui ld 2700 new cells, using 
prototype (cookie cu t te r ) plans for new cell blocks at 30 exist ing inst i tut ions. Cost is 
es t imated to be $ 630 mi l l ion. I have seen no indication t ha t this budget includes 
renovat ion or improvemen t of the exist ing faci l it ies. Provincial and terr i tor ia l expansion 
of the i r bui ldings wi l l add another 7000 cells, at a cost est imated to be $ 4 bi l l ion. The 
cost of the Fdmonton Remand Centre is $580 mi l l ion. 

The fact t ha t Canada is now pursuing the discredited Amer ican path to tough jus t i ce 
should be of concern to tax-pay ing cit izens, and to all business and professional groups 
involved w i th t he construct ion and operat ion of Canadian prisons. 

C r i m e a n d I n c a r c e r a t i o n in C a n a d a - 1 9 8 0 - 2 0 1 3 

In Canada, media reports I n 2006 indicated tha t peaks in cr ime of the early 1990s had decl ined, w i t h 
stat ist ics showing lowest incidence of all cr imes reported in 25 years. From 2003 to 2008 reported 
cr imes decl ined each year. I n July 2013, CTV News reported tha t the Canadian cr ime rate was at its 
lowest in 26 years, w i th homic ide at its lowest In 40 years. These f igures are supported by Correct ions 
Canada research papers ( 2013 ) t ha t report a peak in Canadian prison populat ions in 1995, fo l lowed 
by decl in ing occupancies since t ha t t ime . 

Reduction in rates of incarcerat ion, and decl ining rates of c r ime, are not necessari ly re lated. In any 
nat ion, rates of incarcerat ion may rise or fall w i th changes in actual cr iminal act iv i ty, w i th revised 
sentencing policies, or w i t h changes in def in i t ion of cr imina l act iv i t ies, for example the recent 
legal izat ion of mar i juana in several of the United States. Since the 2006 elect ion of a ma jo r i t y 
Conservat ive gove rnment in Canada, ja i l t ime for previous ly non-Indictable act iv i t ies has been 

44 



suggested by the Stephen Harper reg ime. That this wou ld raise prison populat ions even when rates of 
serious cr ime are at record lows, and crowding is not a pressing prob lem, leads Canadian crit ics to the 
suspicion t ha t cells are now being bui l t in advance to accommodate as ye t unident i f ied occupants in a 
coming new era of tough jus t i ce . Apparent ly incarcerat ion can fol low construct ion, based on the 
principle tha t cr ime and conf inement may rise or fall to su i t the number of cells avai lable. 

Note on Rec id iv ismReturn to prison a f ter release is wide ly studied in evaluat ing the effects of 
incarcerat ion. From its Forum on Corrections Research, Vol 5, # 3 , Corrections Canada posts an overal l 
rate of rec id iv ism of 37 .1 %. (consul t the Forum for rates under var ious c i rcumstances). A Public 
Safety Canada report , pr inted 20 Oct 13, f r om The Effects of Prison Sentences on Recidivism, by 
Gendreau, Goggin and Cullen, discusses the analysis of f i f ty studies dat ing f rom 1958 tha t concluded 
tha t excessive use of incarcerat ion has enormous cost impl icat ions, and tha t prisons shouid be used 
to incapacitate high risk offenders without expectations that crime wiii be reduced. 

A R C H I T E C T U R A L S I L E N C E ON HUMAN R I G H T S AND F A I L U R E O F P R I S O N S 

B a c k g r o u n d 

The ongoing s t rugg le for civi l ized t r e a tmen t of cr iminal and menta l ly ill people in con f inement comes 
f r om human i ta r ian ideals of high order. Dur ing mi l lennia of barbaric t r ea tmen t of people wander ing at 
large or in p r im i t i ve conf inement, archi tects were not asked to create bui ldings designed for long- term 
restra in ing shelter. I t was the Fn l ightenment tha t gave b i r th to the peni tent iary and the asy lum, along 
w i th hope for bet ter t r ea tmen t . Architects were g iven much new work w i th high responsibi l i ty to 
at tend to civi l ized condit ions of con f inement then brought to expanded public a t ten t i on . 

In the ear ly n ineteenth century bui ld ings were smal l or moderate in size, hope prevai led, and 
architects could be proud of the i r part in the new era. Original intent ions wanted prisons (and 
asy lums) l imi ted in size to the point t ha t those in charge could mainta in personal relat ions and know 
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all Inmates by name. In the 1850s asy lums were to hold a max imum of 250 pat ients. As late as 1929 
the Amer ican Prison Association recommended l imi t ing occupancy to 1200 inmates. I n t ime , 
immigra t ion and natura l populat ion g rowth in North America changed the picture. Wardens and 
super intendents have regretted t ha t both inst i tut ions grew to enormous size . According to Wi l l iam 
Nagel, f o rmer deputy warden, Amer ican correct ional officials know this best. In his work in the 1970s, 
w i th the Law Enforcement Assistance Admin is t ra t ion , Nagel asked wardens wha t change they would 
make if s tar t ing afresh. The ma jo r i t y answered; "make it smal ler." The practice of crowding 
t roub led people into storage bui ld ings tha t grew to very large size became a disaster in the era of the 
asy lum; hopeful ly t ha t story wi l l not be repeated. I t cont inues to th is day as a majo r contr ibut ion of 
arch i tecture to the fa i lure of impr i sonment . 

Wi th th is background in m ind , it is clear t ha t the En l ightenment asked the arch i tectura l profession to 
carry out two impor tan t tasks in the provis ion of prisons and asy lums. This port ion of our 
presentat ion asks to wha t ex tent has the profession considered its per formance regarding human 
r ights issues in design of prisons, and to wha t extent has it publicized Its though ts on the subject . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i l e n c e 

The arch i tectura l profession has not responded to observat ions on the fa i lure of Impr isonment , nor 
has it reacted to the broad-based, long, and dist inguished history of protest on capital pun ishment , 
so l i tary conf inement , and to r tu re . The silence of the profession has been long and profound. In my 
l i fet ime of interest I have found no book, and only one magazine art ic le, t ha t openly discusses the 
fa i lure of impr i sonment . I t was the March 1973 issue of Architectural Forum which pr inted a searching 
art ic le, "Pushing Prisons Aside." I t prov ided a f rank discussion of the arch i tectura l impl icat ions of a 
proposed mora to r i um on prison construct ion pending provis ion of a l ternat ive penal p rogrammes and 
re form of the jus t i ce system of the United States. Other than my own work, and the publ icat ions of 
ADPSR, I have yet to f ind an art ic le or book, written by an architect, t ha t chal lenges architects on 
the i r role as contr ibutors to immora l act iv i t ies where they occur in prison operat ion. 

Architects and prison author i t ies have published on prison design, main ly in te rms of funct ional 
mat te rs including the importance of design to prison operat ion as it Is now pract iced. Prison 
Architecture, edi ted by archi tect Leslie Fairweather and legal scholar Sean McConvil le, contains a 
Foreword, by Lord (Douglas) Hurd, who wro te ; 
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one m igh t expect the issue of prison arch i tecture - and the philosophies it reflects - to have 
been the subject of much academic, professional, and lay debate. I n recent years, th is seems 
not to have been the case. As Home Secretary in the 1980s, I do not recall ever being asked to 
adjudicate on mat te rs of design. Nor was it a subject raised in official reports or in 
presentat ions by the pressure groups. 

Lord Hurd of Westwel l , 2000, f o rmer Home Secretary 
in charge of all Brit ish prisons. 7. 

I f ind this inat tent ion to design surpr is ing; it leads me to wonder if the silence of architects has been 
ent i re ly vo luntary . In his essay. Does Design Matter? Fairweather replied to Hurd; 

....architects are not encouraged to enter into any sort of meaningfu l discussion about the 
wider quest ions of the purposes of impr i sonment and the at t i tudes of society. 8 . 

Leslie Fairweather, archi tect 

Personal conversat ions I have had on professional silence have been invar iably met w i th the opinion 
tha t pract ic ing architects, notably special ists in penal service, wou ld f ind themselves ou t of work if 
they dared quest ion and ta lk openly about the mora l i ty of a cl ient's p rogramme. Archi tectura l 
educators wou ld be under s imi lar restra int in teaching students how to deal w i th moral issues in 
fu ture practice. Regarding the silence of arch i tectura l scholars, I am d isappointed. Are they not free to 
th ink and say wha t they wi l l about people and inst i tut ions tha t alone have the wea l th and/or power to 
patronize architecture? Or is it possible tha t the power and beauty of magni f i cent works of 
arch i tecture has all of us, patrons, archi tects, and scholars al ike, enthra l led to the point t ha t we lose 
s ight of s impler ye t v i ta l object ives? 

Archi tectura l invo lvement in the mora l i ty and ethics of prison operat ion and its human r ights problems 
has not escaped the a t tent ion of non-archi tectura l scholars. Before of fer ing my own thoughts on th is 
mat ter , I present a list of comments f rom wr i ters fami l ia r w i th this work, and f r om a few magazine 
publ icat ions af ter 1980. A longer l ist on the history of human r ights protests is pr inted in the 
attached research notes. 
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Direc t C r i t i c i s m of A r c h i t e c t s in P e n a l S e r v i c e 

Norman Johnston, S o c i o l o g i s t "Architects in the fu ture mus t share some responsib i l i ty 

for the un intended indignit ies made possible by the i r wo rks " 9 . 

Wil l iam Nagel F o r m e r d e p u t y w a r d e n a n d c o n s u l t a n t to g o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s 

Nagel held t ha t civi l l ibertar ians wi l l argue for new prisons t ha t guarantee 
const i tut iona l r ights , and wro te ; "Architects and contractors , w i th the i r edif ice 
complexes, wi l l be quick to ob l ige." 1 0 . 

Jessica Mi t ford, P r i s o n ac t i v i s t . . . quotes Wi l l iam Nagel who said t ha t the Amer i can 
prison bui ld ing p rogram of the 1970s had become; ....".a huge bonanza for 
archi tects, contractors , hardware companies who are cashing in on bui ld ing all 
these bet ter mouset raps w i th the latest in electronic gadge t r y . " 1 1 . 

Bob Sommer P s y c h o l o g i s t in discussing prison re form ...'This is an area where , 
apart f r om a ve ry few hardware suppl iers and archi tects, there are no w inners , 
even among the ranks of re fo rmers . " 1 2 . 

Cedric Price B r i t i sh a r c h i t e c t ; . . ..stated tha t archi tects are hypocr i tes . . . ."They 
ta lk in p lat i tudes about improv ing the qual i ty of l ife, then get out the drawings of 
the prison they ' re work ing on . " 1 3 . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l P u b l i c a t i o n s on P r i s o n D e s i g n a n d C o n s t r u c t i o n . 

August 1971 

March 1973 

Architectural Record, Correct ional Arch i tecture, " The Symp toms of Neglect, 
The Signs of Hope." Opt imist ic comments argue t ha t " re formers are 
gain ing ground."... Arch i tect Herbert McLoughlin states t ha t "We are 
learning f r om the newly emerg ing discipl ine of socio-physical design how 
env i ronments give behavioura l clues. These lessons mus t be appl ied to ja i l s " . 

Architecturai Forum, " Pushing Prisons Aside," reported on calls for a prison 
mo ra t o r i um . The National Council on Cr ime and Del inquency, in 1972, asked fo r 
a "ha l t on construct ion of all prisons, ja i l s , j uven i l e t ra in ing schools and 
detent ion homes unt i l the m a x i m u m fund ing , s ta f f ing , and ut i l izat ion of non-
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inst i tut iona l correct ions have been provided for.". . All faci l i t ies, Including those 
of recent "en l i gh tened" design, were to be ha l ted. 

The Amer ican Correct ional Associat ion est imated tha t 15 % of Inmates need 
m a x i m u m secur i ty, 52 % are pre-tr ia l detainees w i t hou t funds for bail or 
qual i f ied for release on recognizance. The Amer ican Trial Lawyers Foundat ion 
stated t ha t prison populat ions could be reduced by 5 0 % If only f raudu len t and 
v io lent cr ime remained subject to impr i sonment . 

February, 1978 The Canadian Architect publ ished an art ic le on Metro Toronto Detent ion 
Centre 

June 1978 Architecturai Record, an art ic le "Correct ional Facil it ies," reported on recent 
smal ler faci l i t ies in a t rend to "locate faci l i t ies in areas close to fami l ies , t o 
professional resources, and to emp loymen t opportunit ies....once pr isoners are 
re leased." 

March 1989 TTie Architects Journai publ ished an art ic le; "Prisons, A New Generat ion . " I t 
reported a 1984 v is i t of Br it ish Home Office off ic ials to Amer ica, to v iew 
inst i tut ions labeled as "new generat ion pr isons." I l lus t ra t ions show smal l 
faci l i t ies, designed w i th central 2 or 3 storey at r ia , (day rooms) , w i th cells on the 
per ipheral wal ls, a lways in ful l v iew. They bear no resemblance to the large 
super-max institutions that appeared in America after 1984. The author, Leslie Fairweather, 
produced recommendations for British consideration, and, reviewed a recently released 
update of the Prison Design Briefing System. 

1990, Br i ta in Fol lowing r iots in Brit ish prisons in the late 1980s, Lord Justice Wooi f requested 
a repor t f r om the R o y a l I n s t i t u t e of Br i t i sh A r c h i t e c t s . The report , dated 
November 1990 (R), s tated among its conclusions t ha t crowding and v io lence 
could be managed by reducing the number of of fenders sentenced to pr ison. I t 
also urged; .... " there mus t be arch i tectura l inf luence at high level in all des ign 
decisions, f r om strateg ic policy to the day- to-day runn ing of the p r og rammes . " 
The repor t decried the lack of research, mon i to r ing and feedback on the des ign 
and operat ion of prisons, and urged use of the Prison Design Briefing Sys tem by 
all off icials and archi tects involved w i t h prisons in the United K ingdom. The RIBA 
s ta ted; ...'There is ove rwhe lm ing evidence, not on ly f r om the prison sector but 
f r om all o ther bui ld ing types of the need for cont inuous mon i to r ing and 

49 



eva luat ion of results in the UK and e lsewhere." I have asked about the fa te of 
the Wooi f Report, but the RIBA has decl ined to discuss i t . 

Sept 92 , Br ita in 

Nov 98 , Canada 

Jun 2012 , Br ita in 

The Architect's Journai, fo l lowing the r iots noted above, publ ished "Prisons", 
and reported on the Prison Design Brief ing Sys tem. 

The Canadian Architect publ ished three art ic les, " Ins t i tu t i ona l I nnova t i on , " 
"Heal ing Circle," and " In s t i t u t i ng Domest ic i ty , " They presented new, sma l l , 
med i um secur i ty faci l i t ies w i t h specialized p rog rammes , including one fo r 
abor ig inal male of fenders and one for women . An accompany ing opin ion by 
ed i tor Marco Polo was t i t led "Reforming the Prison." 

The Architects Journai reported tha t the Prison Reform Trust , aga inst 
Conservat ive oppos i t ion, was urg ing a mora to r i um on prison bui ld ing, on 
grounds t ha t more prisons wou ld be expensive, and do noth ing to reduce 
rec id iv ism and overcrowd ing. 

Considering the lengthy history of protest on v io lat ion of human r ights in prisons, (see the a t tached 
l ist of research notes prov ided w i th th is paper) , i t is astounding tha t arch i tectura l histor ians have not 
said a word in t ha t s t rugg le . The reluctance of arch i tectura l scholars to engage themse lves has 
Ignored centur ies of oppos i t ion to the death penal ty, so l i tary conf inement , and t o r t u re . Since China 
tempora r i l y abandoned the death penalty in the 8'" century , to the w ide ly publicized object ions of 
Cesare Beccaria in the 18'", Charles Dickens in the 19'""and numerous protests since t h en , 
arch i tectura l th inkers have steadfast ly ignored the p rob lem. 

I know of only 3 arch i tectura l scholars who have considered prisons in the i r publ ished books. Nikolaus 
Pevsner, venerab le cr i t ic and h is tor ian, included a shor t passage on prisons In his book, A History of 
Buiiding Types. His t r e a tmen t is so br ief t ha t it is of l i t t le va lue. I t s si lence on human r ights and social 
func t ion Is not surpr i s ing . Helen Rosenau's book, Sociai Purpose in Architecture presents 120 pages 
on prisons in France and Fngland f r om 1760 to 1800. Rosenau notes design and p r og r amme 
innovat ions of those ear ly years in prison deve lopment , but does not deal w i th arch i tectura l eth ics 
regard ing human r ights . Thomas Markus ' book, Buiidings and Power includes sect ions on pr isons, 
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asy lums, hospitals, and school bui ldings since approx imate ly 1600. Markus al ludes to moral issues in 
the design of a death camp or racist housing project , but he does not e laborate on human r ights 
v io lat ions and the ethical and moral prob lems of arch i tects invo lved. His thorough discussion and 
i l lustrat ion of pr ison design is chal lenging, and he concludes his work w i th though t fu l c omment ; 

...the creat ion of order which is the point of all arch i tecture has a paradox at its core. The rules, 
classif ications and systems needed are a l ienat ing and impr ison ing 1 4 . 

Markus, (an educator ) , ends his book w i th e loquent and deeply fe l t concern for the d is i l lus ionment of 
his s tudents mov ing f r om school to the wor ld of arch i tectura l practice. 

One archi tect , cr it ic, and theor is t , Charles Jencks, has commented plainly on th is subject. I n his 1969 
essay. History as Myth, he denied tha t human r ights are re levant of prison des ign; 

Because, for instance in arch i tecture, a pr ison may be a great wo rk even though designed by a 
madman and conta in ing an inhuman p rog ram The crit ic mus t be able to make th i s 
d ist inct ion if he is to keep his own mora l i t y . 1 5 . 

Any arch i tect who holds the popular v iew tha t art ist ic f reedom cannot operate in company w i th mora l 
va lues can only agree. I t remains to be seen whe the r humane prison operat ions wi l l give a new 
generat ion of pr ison designers a chance to create works of mora l and aesthet ic mer i t . 

In sp i te of arch i tectura l Indif ference, respect for human r ights keeps g row ing , in and out of pr isons. 
The 1862 Geneva Convent ions have been fo l lowed by the Universal Declarat ion of Human Rights, 
documents on r ights of pr isoners, (bo th civi l and mi l i t a ry , ) and var ious e f for ts of the United Nat ions 
in oppos i t ion to t o r t u re , so l i tary con f inement and capital pun ishment . In recent decades, UN e f for ts 
have urged a to ta l ban on the death penalty, including cases of war cr imes. 

Progress in North Amer ica and Europe has been slow and steady. In 1847 the State of Michigan 
became the f i rs t democrat i c gove rnmen t to pe rmanent l y abolish the death penal ty. Canada 
abandoned corporal pun i shment In 1967, fo l lowed by capital pun i shment in 1976. By 2007 , 12 
Amer ican States and the Distr ict of Columbia had banned capital pun ishment . I n 2013, 32 States are 
using i t , 13 are consider ing abo l i t ion, and 3 are consider ing re- ins ta tement . By 2013 all m e m b e r 
nat ions of the Council of Europe and The European Union have been required to abol ish the dea th 
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penal ty. Only Belarus refuses to do so. At the year 2007, 88 countr ies had abol ished the death 
penal ty for all offences. 11 had abol ished it except for special c i rcumstances, 68 nat ions reta ined the 
penalty, but 30 had not used it for 10 years or more. Humani tar ian ef forts wi l l not go away. Will the 
arch i tectura l profession j o i n the s t rugg le , or wil l it cont inue to pretend tha t it has no part in the 
per formance of ins t i tu t ions tha t i t serves ? 

P R O F E S S I O N A L C O D E S a n d R E G A R D F O R P U B L I C I N T E R E S T revised Apri l 2015 

Codes of Canada, (provinces on l y ) . The United States, United K ingdom, and larger nat ions of the 
Brit ish Commonwea l th typ ica l ly call for a t ten t ion to public interest in brief and general ized 
s ta tements , usual ly in the f o rm of recommendat ions . I have found no reference to manda to ry 
a t t en t i on , backed by discipl ine, o ther than tha t in the Austra l ian Code ( 2006) wh ich commi t s 
members to ; uphold ing of c ommon ly agreed values of social just i ce ", and states; 

The Code def ines ethical s tandards which address ob l igat ions to the public, the cl ient, 
profession and col leagues. V io lat ion of any of these s tandards is grounds fo r disc ip l inary 
act ion, 

More typ ica l ly , the Amer ican AIA Code (2004 ) prohib i ts knowing ly breaking the law, and urges t ha t ; 

...Members shouid embrace the spir i t and the le t ter of the law, and shouid p romote and serve 
the publ ic interest in the i r personal and professional endeavors. Canon I I 

AIA, United States Canon 1, E.S. 1.4 2004 "Human Rights: Members shouid uphold 
human r ights in all the i r professional endeavors." 

RIBA, Great Br i ta in Art ic le 7 . 1 , 2004 " I f members are faced w i t h an instruct ion f r om a 
c l ient o r emp loyer wh ich presents t h em w i t h a personal mora l d i l emma, 
they should w i thd raw f r om the s i tuat ion if at all possible and expla in the i r 
reasons for doing so to the c l ient or employer . Where members are the 
'conscient ious objectors ' employer , ag reement to the w i thdrawa l shouid 
not unreasonably be w i t hhe l d . " 

Arch i tecture Canada No nat ional code of ethics exists, see provincia l codes below; 
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Union of internationai 
Architects 

Principie 2; Architects .."...must protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
public and, Above all respect the needs of society.... " 

AIBC, British Columbia Upon professional registration, new members make the following declaration, from 
Bylaw 9.0, 2013; "1 promise now that my professional conduct as it concerns the 
community, my work, and my fellow architects will be governed by the ethics and 
the tradition of this honourable and learned profession." 

OAA, Ontario From "Architects and the Public" - "Members should embrace the spirit and the 
letter of the law governing their professional affairs and promote the public 
interest." 

The Architect 's Act of Br it ish Columbia and AIBC Bylaws do not precisely name bui id ing types t ha t by 
law require arch i tectura l services, but do list a few types where archi tects are not requ i red. Prisons 
are not on the excluded list, leaving no doubt t ha t the arch i tectura l profession is legal ly required to 
serve penal ins t i tu t ions. In a democracy an indiv idual arch i tect may decl ine to work in t ha t f ie ld , but 
th is does not rel ieve the profession of its du ty . 

Unfor tunate ly , ex ist ing codes t ha t I have seen ( inc luding t ha t of the AIBC) are not equipped to deal 
w i t h arch i tecture for penal conf inement . When public emot ion and polit ical ideology per iodical ly 
demand harsh jus t i ce , archi tects comp ly and design for ex t r eme pun ishment in depr ived 
surround ings, contrad ic t ing professional ethics and civic mora l i ty . In funct iona l t e rms , where harsh 
design and t r e a tmen t can be shown to aggravate cr imina l behaviour, i t fo l lows tha t archi tects involved 
have been par tners in deter iorat ion of publ ic safety and waste of money . I n a democracy, for 
archi tects to go a long w i t h the t y ranny of an elected ma jo r i t y , in its abuse of impover ished and 
m ino r i t y cit izens, conf i rms tha t the profession has no object ion about members serv ing w i t h l i t t le or 
no concern for the ethics, mora l i ty , and effect iveness of the i r c l ients ' act iv i t ies w i th in bui id ings. 

Bui idings for forc ib le restra int present a w ider range of powerfu l ethical and moral issues than any 
other . They invo lve act iv i t ies seeking vengefu l reta l ia t ion, f r om execut ions and cruel and unusual 
pun ishments , to p rograms of sociai rehabi l i tat ion w i th hopes for sp i r i tua l change. Arch i tectura i codes 
are se l f -centred, too narrow to be ef fect ive in th is s t rugg le . There is u rgent need to organize all 
part ic ipants In the prison business under ethical pr inciples of responsible professional and business 
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ef for t . Prisons mus t work to improve publ ic safety; the i r design and operat ion under the principles of 
evidence based design now promise to lead us to t ha t goal . The intens i ty of public emot i on , and its 
connect ions to polit ical au thor i t y , is another mat te r . At the momen t I have no idea how it m igh t be 
managed, but Scandinavian precedent in recent decades is wor th examina t i on . During and af ter Wor ld 
War 2, Finland faced prob lems of high levels of incarcerat ion, and harsh sentenc ing. I t s remarkab le 
success to date involved new sentenc ing processes t ha t reduced pol it ical pressure, and public media 
wi l l ing to refra in f r om sensat ional report ing of c r ime and pun ishment . Of one th ing I am now cer ta in . 
I n the interests o f human i t y and for its own sake, arch i tecture can open its ears and part ic ipate In 
public discussion of its wo rk in th is v i ta l f ie ld . 

A C T I O N P R O P O S E D ; ( i t ems 1 and 2 for the a t ten t i on of Canadian architects.) 

1. That Canadian archi tects suppor t the ADPSR Petit ion by s ign ing i t , and/or by jo in ing ADPSR as 
internat iona i supporters 

2. That Arch i tecture Canada under take the fo l lowing measures; 

a. Publicly endorse and promote observance of human r ights relat ing to design and 
operat ion of all bui id ings 

b. Advocate reduct ion in construct ion of prisons in step w i t h imp lementa t i on of a l te rnat ive 
managemen t of non-v io lent of fenders. 

c. Establish a permanent p rog ramme to gather and commiss ion behavioural research on 
the effects of incarcerat ion, capital pun ishment , t o r t u re , and so l i tary con f inement on 
the incidence and sever i ty of c r ime. Give part icu lar a t t en t i on to menta l l y ill pr isoners 
now harsh ly t reated in Canadian prisons. 

3. That educat ion In env i ronment -behav iour research re levant to prisons be enhanced in 
arch i tectura i t r a in ing . Inaugura te courses fo r examinat ion of public inst i tut ions and the i r 
intended bui id ing operat ions. Provide consul tat ions w i th actual c l ients and per t inent experts to 
prepare s tudents for career choices. 



4. That arch i tectura l scholarship under take the h istory of North Amer ican asy lums and prisons, 
using a new approach to include commenta ry by wr i te rs qual i f ied to consider the funct iona l 
per formance of inst i tut ions and the i r bui id ings. 

C O N C L U D I N G R E M A R K S 

Architects are requ i red, under enabl ing legis lat ion and the i r own bylaws, to act in the public interest . 
In cases where cit izens and/or pol it ic ians wan t someth ing tha t does not provide public benef i t , an 
arch i tect cannot sat is fy both wants and needs, and must choose. To design bui idings knowing t ha t 
wai ls and locked doors restra in pr isoners in preparat ion for execut ion, or dr ive t h em to madness in 
isolat ion ceils, makes archi tects accompl ices to the immora l i t y of pr ison bui id ings in operat ion . I f we 
ignore the unstated intent ions and the consequences of correct ional policies - if we qu ie t ly design 
prisons as microcosms of the un jus t societies in wh ich they are spawned - we wii i cont inue to suppor t 
forces dest ruct ive to society, our profession, and ourselves. 

Future archi tects mus t v igorous ly enter publ ic discussions on the purposes of impr i sonment . I n t he 
process, they wi i i understand tha t arch i tecture has a l lowed itself to be badly used in th is f ie ld . The 
profession can change course. Realizing tha t some level of con f inement is essential to civi l ized and 
ef fect ive managemen t of cr ime and pun ishment , archi tects can design humane prisons where they are 
necessary, and abandon t h em where they perpetuate archaic r i tuals of rac ism and reta l ia t ion. I n th is 
way they wi l l help the i r correct ional c l ients f ind a bet ter way f o rward . 

T H A N K Y O U I n search of ef fect ive des ign, Environment-Behaviour Research, s tar t ing in the 1950s, 
added empir ica l ev idence to moral cons iderat ion, and cont inues to assist in pursui t of jus t i ce fo r 
conf ined people. In 1964, ARCH, the Architects' Renewai Committee for Hariem, organized to 
improve condi t ions for low income people th rea tened by commerc ia l re juvenat ion . The Architects 
Resistance in 1968 publ ic ly protested apar the id housing for South Afr ica, designed by Sk idmore , 
Owings and Merri l l in New York. My own f i rs t e f for t on prisons was publ ished in 1977. In 1981 ADPSR 
(and affiiiated Arc.Peace) organized to pay a t ten t i on to arch i tecture on issues of peace and war. I n 
the i r book. Ethics and the Practice of Architecture, ( 2000 ) , educators Wasserman, Suiiivan, and 
Paiermo deal w i t h ethica l t roubles embedded in p rogrammes and pract ices of industr ia l and mi l i t a ry 
c l ients. In 2004, ADPSR announced its Boycott of Prison Design, and cont inues to lead t ha t f ie ld in 
suppor t of design for human r ights. The e f for ts of Samuei Mockbee, Cameron Sinciair, and o ther 



designers work ing on behaif of underpr iv i leged and disaster str icken people dispense w i th a rgument , 
and go s t ra ight to work . Recent wo rk on Evidence Based Design cont inues the mission of 
Env i ronment- Behaviour Research, and wi i i a lways be re levant to design for conf inement . See 
Appendix 1, Notes on Architecturai Activism for more detai ls. 

Sperry and I both speak f r om the convict ion t ha t design for human r ights in prisons wii i be added to 
the widen ing agenda of a k inder and wiser profession. We both feel t ha t the recent appearance of 
ethical and human i ta r i an advocacy asks arch i tects to reconsider the i r use of the t e r m "good design", 
and to do more than create beaut i fu l places in an ugly wor ld . We hold t ha t mora l and ethical concern 
about arch i tectura i per formance wi i i have an impor tan t place in the "Sea Change" at the hear t of th i s 
conference. For accept ing our of fer to g ive th i s presentat ion we g ive thanks to AIBC and AIA-NWPR. 

We are grate fu l for research assistance by Howard Sapers, Correct ional Inves t iga to r for Canada, and 
Ivan Zinger, Executive Director of t ha t off ice. Personal g ra t i tude is due to old fr iends Bob Sommer , 
mentor , and Don Fairbrother, arch i tect and f o rmer prison off icer. I o f fer best wishes, and personal 
thanks to Raphael Sperry for adding his voice to th is presentat ion. 

P o s t s c r i p t , added 31 October, 2013. 

In 2006, Graeme Bristoi, an architect originaiiy based in Vancouver, estabiished a Centre for 
Architecture and Human Rights, CAHR, in Bangkok, Thaiiand, arising from his work with students 
of architecture in the siums of Bangkok. To our surprise, both Raphaei and I had known Graeme for 
some time, and were deiighted that he attended our session. Visit www.arch i tec tu re-
humanr iqhts .orq This presentation was attended by 16 peopie, with equai numbers of Canadian and 
American practicing architects of middie age. One woman and one student were present, but no 
educators or schoiars. Our ideas were quietiy received to modest appiause, and raised thoughtfui 
questions. During open and private discussion neither Raphaei nor I heard any objection or concern 
on the ADPSR petition on human rights regarding its principies or impiementation. One guest 
suggested to Raphaei that aiternatives to soiitary confinement for hard -to-manage inmates shouid be 
considered. On the issue of reducing numbers of prisons for non-dangerous offenders in favor of 
restorative, community measures, no strong concern was heard, but one miidiy skepticai guest 
impiied privateiy to me that the design of humane and comfortabie prisons is the best that can be 
expected of architects. 
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R E S E A R C H N O T E S 

H is tory of P r o t e s t on Cap i ta l P u n i s h m e n t , So i i t a ry C o n f i n e m e n t , a n d T o r t u r e . 3 1 O c t 2 0 1 3 

The fo l lowing notes are not collected for historical s tudy per se. They have been selected to suppor t 
and assist w i th discussion of human r ights In prison design 

8'" Century CE China wi thhe ld capital pun i shment f r om 747 to 759, in the Tang Dynasty. 

12'" Century CE Moses Maimonides, Sephardic legal scholar, wro te t ha t i t is better "to acqu i t 
a thousand gu i l ty persons than to put a single innocent man to dea th . " 

1395, England The Lollards, fo l lowers of John Wyci i f fe, protested use of the death pena l ty . 

1682, Pennsylvania Wi i i iam Penn developed a penal code based on Quaker ideal ism. I t reduced use 
of the death penalty, but did not change the law. The Quaker Society of Friends 
has since been highly visible in resistance to capital pun ishment . John Beiiers, a 
sociai c ommenta to r In 18'" century Br i ta in , was the f i rs t Quaker abol i t ion ist . 

1723, England The Black Act created 60 capital offences designed to deter t he f t and poaching 
on pr ivate land. In 18'" century Br i ta in there were 222 capital cr imes on the 
s ta tutes . I t was called " the bloody code", and included death for cut t ing down a 
t ree or steal ing an an ima l . At t ha t t ime Britain was not alone in th is pract ice. I n 
1770, Sir Wi i i iam Meredith urged t ha t "more appropr ia te pun i shments " be 
considered. 

1764, Tuscany Marquis Cesare Beccaria publ ished a book On Crimes and Punishments I t was 
inf luenced by English and French En l ightenment th inkers of the t ime , and was 
wa rm l y received t h roughou t Europe. Beccaria opposed the bruta l i ty and fu t i l i t y 
of the death penalty, sharp ly a t tacked t o r t u re as a way of ex t rac t ing 
confessions, and argued tha t pun i shment must be sw i f t t o be ef fect ive. 

Leopold I I , Habsburg ru ler of Tuscany, and Joseph I I , Emperor of t he Aust ro-
Hungar ian Empire , abol ished the death penalty in 1785 and 1787 respect ive ly. 
Fol lowing Leopold's succession to the th rone in 1790, the penal ty was re instated 
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to contro l r iots in Vienna The Austro-Hungar lan Empire cont inued the dea th 
pena l ty t h rough the 19'" century but w i th the number of execut ions sharp ly 
reduced by c lemency tha t was decided by the emperor alone. I t was abol ished in 
1968. In suppor t of Beccaria, Cather ine the Great t empora r i l y abandoned the 
practice in Russia. 

As ear ly as 1907, a stat ist ical s tudy, "Homic ide and the Death Penalty in Aust r ia-
Hungary" by Maynard Shipley of the Amer ican Stat ist ical Associat ion, studied the 
ef fect of Aust r ian c lemency on the incidence of capital cr imes in the 19'" cen tu ry . 
Shipley concluded tha t ; ..."there Is no ground for the content ion tha t capita l 
cr imes have increased as a consequence of the decl ine of capital execut ions." 

1835, USA & France Alexis de Tocquevi l le and Gustave Beaumont toured Amer ican prisons, and w ro t e 
of the death pena l ty; ..."Must we not ardent ly wish tha t the last traces of such 
barbar i sm shouid disappear f r om ail the United States . " Their observat ions 
included approval of the Pennsylvania sys tem of constant so i i tary conf inement . 

1842, USA & England Charles Dickens v is i ted prisons in Amer ica, and in his letters w ro te a 
scath ing denunc iat ion of so l i tary conf inement; 

...."because its wounds are not upon the surface, and it ex tor ts few cries 
t ha t human ears can hear; there fore I the more denounce i t , as a secret 
pun i shment which s lumber ing human i t y is not roused up to stay. " 

Dickens v is i ted Eastern State Penitent iary, completed in 1836 and itself an 
expe r imen t in ful l t ime so i i tary conf inement . The practice was at tacked f r om the 
beg inn ing; The London Times caWed \t; ..."maniac-making"... 

The State of Michigan became the f i rs t democrat ica l ly elected gove rnmen t to 
pe rmanen t l y abol ish the death pena l ty . 

19'" and 20'" Centur ies -Death penal ty abol ished in Roman Republic, 1849, 
Portugal , 1867; Ice land, 1928. By 2013 ail membe r nat ions of the Counci l of 
Europe and The European Union have been required to abol ish the death pena l ty 
. Only Belarus refuses to do so. The Vat ican City abol ished the death pena l ty in 
1969. 

1847, USA 

Europe 
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Latin America 19'" and 20'" Centur ies - Death penalty abol ished; Venezuela, 1863; Panama, 
1903; Ecuador, 1906; Uruguay, 1907; Colombia, 1910; Paraguay, 1992; Mexico, 
2005, Bolivia, 2007; Argent ina. 2009; . Peru and Chili abol ished the penalty fo r 
civil cr imes in 1979 and 2001 respect ively. Brazil mainta ins the penalty in law, 
but its last execut ion was in 1876. Nations of the Caribbean and Central Amer ica 
are approx imate ly equai in use and abol i t ion of capital pun ishment . 

1913, USA Pennsylvania sys tem of so i i tary con f inement off ic ial ly t e rm ina ted , but cont inued 
in some inst i tut ions for undetermined periods 

1944, USA Use of t o r tu re dur ing in ter rogat ion t e rm ina ted at San Quent in Prison 

1965, Great Br i ta in Capital pun i shment abol ished for murder , fo l lowed by Northern I re land in 1973. 

1973, USA Executions suspended In 1973, re instated In 1977 

1972, Canada Corporal pun i shment abol ished. 

1976, Canada Capital pun i shment abol ished. Last execut ions in 1962. 

1 9 8 1 , France Capital pun i shment abol ished. I t had been debated and defeated several t imes 
a f ter 1 7 9 1 . 

1994,Uni ted Nations An I ta l ian resolut ion proposing a global mo ra to r i um on capital pun i shment 
fai led at the UN General Assembly. Support ing resolut ions cont inue , w i t h the 
u l t imate object ive the abol i t ion of the death pena l ty under any c i rcumstances 
including war cr imes. 

1998, Great Br i ta in Capital pun i shment abol ished under ail c i rcumstances. 

2 0 0 1 , Canada Extrad i t ion of persons facing death penal ty abol ished. 

2007 , USA By 2007, 12 states and the Distr ict of Columbia had banned capital pun i shment . 
In 2013, 32 states are using i t , 13 are consider ing abo l i t ion, and 3 are 
consider ing re- ins ta tement . 

2007 , Wor ldwide 88 countr ies have abol ished the death penalty for ail offences. 11 have abol ished 
it except for special c i rcumstances. 68 nat ions reta in the penalty, bu t 30 have 
not used it for 10 years or more . 
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In January Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Conservat ive, s tated tha t he fe i t t he 
death penal ty was appropr iate in some c i rcumstances, but he had no in tent ion of 
rev iv ing the issue. Wide protest fo l lowed dur ing which it was noted tha t Canada 
had reduced its e f for ts to suppor t the United Nations mora to r i um on capi ta l 
pun i shment . 

In organized resistance to ind iscr iminate and long t e r m use of so i i ta ry 
con f inement at the Pelican Bay Prison, approx imate ly 6600 Inmates in Cal i fornia 
pr isons began a series of hunger str ikes. Some pr isoners had been in so i i tary 
for decades. In 2012 a lawsuit was launched on behaif of those held in so i i ta ry 
for more than 10 years. This Amer ican act ion has not ye t affected Canada, 
where a few hunger str ikes are occurr ing due to personal gr ievances. 

I n May, 2013, an Angus Reid poll suggested tha t 63 % of Canadians favored 
re ins ta tement of the death penal ty. When the same respondents were asked t o 
compare life impr i sonment (w i th no chance of paro le) to capital pun i shment , 
4 5 % favored life sentences, 3 9 % the death penal ty. 

Porte Ouverte, the Review of the Associat ion for Sociai Rehabi l i tat ion Services of 
Quebec, publ ished an art ic le by I van Z inger s tat ing t ha t ...."the gradua l 
harden ing of condi t ions of con f inement has become a human r ights issue." 



Chrono logy of C a n a d i a n F e d e r a l P e n i t e n t i a r i e s , by date of construct ion. 3 1 Oc t 2 0 1 3 

List does not include ail m i n imum security prisons and healing centres bui l t af ter 1960. 

Levels of secur i ty abbrev iated, max . , mul t i . - bold t y p e , med. , m in - f ine t ype 

1835 K i n g s t o n , Onta r io , m a x , or ig inai iy a provincial peni tent iary. Closed, 30 Sept 2013. 

1859 Her M a j e s t y ' s Pen i ten t i a ry , N e w f o u n d l a n d a n d L a b r a d o r , provincial inst i tut ion t ha t takes 
some federal inmates. , mul t i . 

1877 Stony Mounta in, Manitoba, med 

1878 B.C. P e n i t e n t i a r y , m a x , decommiss ioned 1980, demol ished, site now housing deve lopment . 

1880 Dorchester, New Brunswick, med 

1911 S a s k a t c h e w a n Pen i tent ia ry , max-med 

1930 Collins Bay, Ontar io, med. 

1959 Reg iona l T r e a t m e n t C e n t r e , forensic un i t at Kingston Penitent iary, mul t i . 

1959 Joycevii ie, Ontar io, med . min 

1959 Wi i i iam Head, B.C., m in 

1962 Mountain Penitent iary, B.C. med 

1963 P i t tsburgh, Ontar io, med, at Kingston 

1966 Matsqui, B.C. med 

1966 Cowansvi i ie, Quebec, med 

1967 Springhiii, Nova Scotia, med 
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1967 Warkwor th , Ontar io , med 

1969 Archambaui t , Quebec, med, includes forensic Inst i tut ion 

1971 M i l lhaven, Ontar io , m a x . 

1973 Ferndaie, B.C. m in . 

1973 Reg iona l Recept ion C e n t r e , forensic un i t at Archambaui t , mult i 

1974 Bowden, A lberta, med. 

1977 Mission, B.C. med . Paired w i t h Ferndaie 

1978 E d m o n t o n , A lber ta , m a x 

1979 Kent , B.C. m a x . Paired w i t h Mountain 

1986 D o n n a c o n n a , Q u e b e c , m a x . 

1987 A t lant i c , N e w B r u n s w i c k , m a x 

1995 Nova , Nova S c o t i a , for women , mul t i . 

1995 Okimaw Ohci, Saskatchewan, for abor ig inal women . 

1997 Pe Sakastew, Alberta, for abor ig inal men. 

2004 R e g i o n a l T r e a t m e n t C e n t r e , forensic un i t at Matsqui, mul t i . 

2013 Remand Centre, Edmonton 
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R a t e s of I n c a r c e r a t i o n 3 1 Oc t 2 0 1 3 

Source; The World Prison Population List WPPL ( 9'" ed i t ion, to May 2011. ) 

National rates, per 100,000 estimated nat ional populat ions; 

USA, 743 up f rom 645 in 1997. I ta ly 92 

Rwanda 595 Germany 85 

Russia 568 Switzer land 79 

S. Amer ica, 191 average Sweden 78 

Spain 159 Denmark 74 

England Wales 153 up f r om 124 in 2000 Norway 73 

China 122 Ice land 60 

Canada, 116 down f rom 151 in 1997. Finland 59 

France 96 Japan 58 

Europe, ave 95 in South and West Europe, Pakistan 40 

Nether lands 94 Ind ia 32 

The WPPL, 9'" ed i t ion, notes t ha t prison populat ions are rising wor ldwide. Nations recording increases 
include ; 7 1 % of the nat ions in Afr ica; 82 % in the Americas; 80 % in Asia; 74 % in Europe; 80 
% in Oceania. 



ON P A L A C E S AND P R I S O N S Ar thu r Allen 3 1 Oct 2013 

The sound of a new uproar in arch i tectura i 
affa irs t emp t s me to pay a t t en t i on . This t ime 
the controversy concerns global practice where 
archi tects based in democrat ic nat ions are 
accused of betray ing the i r ar t and profession 
when they design impos ing st ructures t ha t are 
seen by crit ics as suppor t ing despotic reg imes. 
A Palace of Peace in Kazakhstan, ( 2006 ) and 
new headquarters fo r China Central Televis ion 
(CCTV) in Bei j ing, ( 2012 ) are now on the f r on t 
line of a s t rugg le invo lv ing sociai and 
professional ethics, and f reedom of art is t ic and 
pol it ical express ion. Now in my 7'" decade as a 
s tudent , pract i t ioner, and observer of 
a rch i tec ture . Including four as a wr i ter , I have 
heard s imi lar debates, but none as f rank as 
th i s one. Wi th its d i rect inter ject ion of polit ical 
issues into the stew of aesthet ics and ethics 
c ommon to these events , it may be unique in 
the h istory of arch i tec ture . 

Freedom of art is t ic express ion no tw i ths tand ing , 
arch i tecture is not now, nor has it ever been, 
an au tonomous profess ion, able to shape the 
bu i l t env i ronment as i t sees f i t . We are high 
level servants eager to give aesthet ic and 
mater ia l substance to the d reams and plans of 
peopie and inst i tut ions in contro l of wea l th and 
power. Our au tho r i t y exceeds t ha t of our 
c l ients only in mat te r s of life safety in 

design and construct ion, where we are eth ica l ly 
and legally required to ensure t ha t our wo rk is 
wel l done. In the process we do achieve h igh 
levels of safety in bui id ings of the deve loped 
wor l d . 

Language used by archi tects, including cr it ics 
and histor ians, is in terest ing. Euphemism and 
exaggerat ion are c ommon , j a rgon using special 
def in i t ions is wel l known, and strong language 
on del icate aesthet ic issues can be amus ing . 
I n the n ineteenth century a Batt le of the Sty les 
referred to " the foul t o r ren t of t h e 
Renaissance", and the "barbarous v io lence" of 
Renaissance garden des ign. In 1906 Ado l f 
Loos described o rnamen t as " smea r i ng " on 
lavatory wai ls, and to decorat ion as a 
degenerate and " c r im ina l " pract ice. The 
polit ical e lement in the cur rent conversat ion 
has the potent ia l to use s t ronger language, bu t 
part ic ipants m igh t consider George Orwel l 's 
posit ion on the ma t t e r before proceeding. I n 
1946, in an essay on cu l ture and pol i t ics. The 
Prevention of Literature, he noted t ha t wr i t e r s 
wou ld be denied f reedom of expression under 
d ic tators , but t ha t "...certain arts or half ar ts , 
such as arch i tecture, m igh t even f ind t y r anny 
beneficial " 

Palaces of Peace, whereve r they may be f ound , 
deserve a chance to do the i r work , but I 
decl ine to go f u r t he r in th is conversat ion . 
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re luctant because I bel ieve t ha t our fasc inat ion 
w i th em inen t designers and the i r celebrated 
cl ients reinforces the popular idea t ha t a deep 
understand ing of arch i tecture can only be 
found at the level of the i r work . I disagree, and 
argue tha t the design and operat ion of the bu i l t 
env i r onment demands a t ten t i on to ail bui id ings 
- f r om palaces to prisons - w i th glances back 
to the asy lum and the zoo, and fo rward to t he 
s lum, in itself a pr ison of sorts. At issue is 
arch i tecture in the service of t y r anny , 
occasional ly at the symbol i c level of 
monumen t s and great bui id ings, but rout ine ly 
in civi l and mi l i ta ry prisons and in ter rogat ion 
centres as wel l known for i nhuman i ty in 
democrac ies as under despot ic rule. 

Can any archi tect be surpr ised to hear of the 
close l ink between arch i tec ture and ty ranny? 
Shouid any be d ismayed to f ind themse lves 
perceived as half ar t i s t , half t y r an t ? I t h i nk 
not. Regardless of the aesthet ic oppor tun i t y to 
create new fo rms open to a few designers, our 
wo rk is more about contro l t han f reedom. The 
wai ls , passages, colonnades, and magni f i cent , 
c rowded promenades of pol it ical and rel igious 
spectacle reinforce powerfu l emot ions t ha t 
overpower ind iv idual i ty , for bet ter or for worse, 
depending on one's po int of v iew. The wai ls 
and doorways, p re t ty fences and gardens, 
walks, boulevards and st reets of qu ie t domest ic 
comfo r t are planned and designed to d i rect 
peopie in ways t ha t set l imi ts , w i th rules and 

bylaws for contro l of pr ivate and publ ic 
act iv i t ies. A bet ter quest ion asks whe the r 
archi tects are benign or ma l ignant in the i r 
contro l l ing ways, and whether the in tent ions 
and outcomes of the i r designs fo l low su i t . On 
tha t issue architects mus t consider the i r own 
ethical codes, and the ethical and mora l 
intent ions of the i r c l ients. There is no benef i t , 
public, professional or pr ivate, when a 
conscient ious and careful arch i tect honours his 
or her narrow code of professional conduct, bu t 
in the process serves a c l ient whose pro jec t 
works to public d isadvantage. 

Tradi t iona l codes of ethics in arch i tecture do 
not and cannot be expected to regulate t he 
intent ions or act iv i t ies of an architect 's c l ients. 
To avoid the charade of "e th i ca l " arch i tects 
serv ing unethical c l ients, the fu tu re profess ion 
and its cl ients wi i i need to agree t ha t the i r 
work wi l l create bui id ings t ha t sat is fy 
human i ta r ian standards, and produce t he 
funct iona l success and sociai benef i ts expected 
of bui id ings in operat ion . I argue t ha t th is can 
and must be done, and believe t ha t t he 
ma jo r i t y of archi tects do not hold fa i th in t h e 
idea t ha t a beaut i fu l wor ld for a f f luent peopie is 
a suf f ic ient reason for the i r ex is tence. 
Archi tects wi i i be useful for the i r var ie ty of 
ta lents in the search fo r universal human r ights 
and sociai jus t i ce . 
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C O N C L U S I O N ON ARCHITECTURE AND CONFINEMENT 
Wr i t ten in 2013 as conciusion to the 

art ic le Design for Human Rights. 

When rout ine act iv i t ies w i th in conf in ing 
bui id ings are known to harm occupants, or are 
intent iona l ly p rog rammed for t ha t purpose, 
arch i tecture as a f o rm of physical rest ra int 
needs mora l examinat ion se ldom under taken 
by archi tects. The Prison Boycott of Archi tects, 
Designers, and Planners for Sociai 
Responsibi l i ty is a notable except ion. In Br i ta in, 
Fairweather and McConvil le have edi ted a book 
on prison design t ha t raises hard quest ions. I n 
North Amer ica, the teachings of Wasserman, 
Sui i ivan, and Paiermo set ou t case studies for 
mora l cons iderat ion by archi tects on many 
bui id ing types. These documents propose t ha t 
archi tects consider the ethical in tent ions and 
consequences of proposed bui id ing funct ions 
before accept ing commiss ions for service. 

Arch i tectura i cont r ibut ion to correct ional 
inst i tut ions faces opposing a rguments . One 
side urges harsh and pun i t ive t r e a tmen t in 
t i gh t con f inement on the grounds t ha t those 
measures wi i i deter cr imina l act iv i ty , and lower 
the costs of c r ime. The o ther side proposes 
c ommun i t y correct ions w i th humane 
conf inement , argu ing t ha t segregat ion and 
severe pun i shment wi i i aggravate cr imina l 
ac t iv i ty and Increase costs. 

Most archi tects of my acquaintance hold t h a t 
they shouid not presume to enter t ha t debate, 
but accept sociai changes and poi it icai 
d irect ions as g iven. Arch i tectura i periodical 
magazines t ha t I have watched since the 1970s 
have not been so ind i f ferent. In t ha t t ime I 
have not seen a pr inted art ic le in suppor t o f 
harsh t r e a tmen t in depr ived surround ings . 
Several publ icat ions in the 1960s and 1970s 
were enthusiast ica l ly in favor of comfor tab ie 
design for conf ined pr isoners, and hoped t ha t 
archi tects could help rehabi l i tat ion of of fenders 
w i th sociai oppor tun i ty bu i l t Into the i r designs. 
Opponents recorded d i smay at such soft 
t r ea tmen t , compar ing prisons to resort hotels. 
In any case, arch i tects have It both ways, 
prof i t ing f r om bui id ing booms regardless of 
periodic changes in penal poi icy. I n t ha t 
h istory, the re is a cost-benef i t a rgumen t t ha t I 
f ind useful . 

Media and off icial sources on rates of c r ime in 
Canada are under hot debate at th is t ime . 
General comments , however, s tate t ha t as 
many as 3 0 % of c ommi t t ed cr imes are not 
repor ted, and t ha t the number of c r imina ls 
caught , t r ied and Impr isoned is ve ry low 
compared to the to ta l number act ive at a g iven 
t ime . Amer ican records agree on th i s issue. I n 
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the ear ly 1970s a President's Commiss ion on 
Causes and Prevent ion of Violence noted t ha t 

" for an es t imated nine mi i i ion cr imes 
commi t t ed in the United States in a recent 
year, only 1 Vi % of the perpet ra tors were 
impr i soned" 1. 

When a recent Canadian poiit icai 
announcement said t ha t the cost of 
impr i sonment is a barga in, far less than the 
cost of cr ime, it was not noted t ha t since the 
costs of bui id ing and operat ing prisons are 
a t t r i bu tab le to on ly 1.5 % of the es t imated 
cr imina l popu lat ion, those costs can only be 
compared w i th 1.5% of the to ta l cost of c r ime. 

I nmates in prison are the unsuccessful 
of fenders, the ones who get caught . They 
include an undue number of peopie whose 
arrest and ab i l i ty to defend themse lves is 
jeopard ized by race, pover ty , and menta l 
i l lness. I f on ly 1.5 % of its cr imina ls are 
incarcerated and punished, i t is argued t ha t 
society, f rus t ra ted by fa i lure to catch and 
convict the successful 98.5 %, unloads ail of its 
anger onto the m inor i t y . Psychiatr ist Karl 
Menninger argued tha t inmates are 
scapegoats, the i r abuse dr iven by vengeance 
and concealed by the rhetor ic of,., "a wish to 
see jus t i ce done"....2. Justice is not wel l served 
when a m inor i t y of of fenders is b lamed for the 
ent i re cost of c r ime, and takes ail the 
penalt ies. 

Some prisons may a lways be needed for 
dangerous of fenders, but the public interest is 
not served by env i ronments where design is 
ind i f ferent to its effects on the ma jo r i t y of 
inmates. I have not ye t seen any plans or 
p rogrammes for design of new faci l i t ies, but 
some provis ions of Bill C-10 are regressive, 
and seem l ikely to create prisons t ha t are 
crowded, mul t i -purpose, catch-al l faci l i t ies t h a t 
wii i not provide manageable con f inement for 
menta l ly i l l , aged, and other inmates w i t h 
special needs. Present intent ions to enlarge 30 
exist ing prisons is wor r i some, possibly 
Indicat ing a re turn to large, c rowded, and non-
specialized faci l i t ies wel l known for d i f f i cu l t 
management and inmate unrest . 

I n th is area of v i ta l public interest, arch i tecture 
has much to lose by remain ing si lent. I urge 
tha t Arch i tecture Canada / RAIC establ ish a 
pe rmanent commi t t ee on the arch i tecture of 
conf inement , and of fer independent advice to 
poi it ic ians and the Correct ional Service of 
Canada. 

1. M i t ford, Jessica, 1974, Kind and Usuai 
Punishment, New York: Random House 
Inc. page 301 

2. Menninger, Karl, M. D., 1966, The 
Crime of Punishment, New York: The 
Vik ing Press Inc. page 190. 
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ARCHITECTURE AND CONFINEMENT EPILOGUE 

Ar thu r Al len, 06 June 2015, Rev 15 Oct 2015 

The articles and letters in this col lect ion record my 

concerns on the archi tecture o f prisons, w i t h a few 

pages f r o m earl ier wo r k on asylums. The ent i re wo rk 

can now be found on a website, www.academia.edu 

The f r amework o f these thoughts comes f r om moral 

and ethical interest in the effects o f architectural 

spaces and the i r operat ion on the wel l-being o f forc ib ly 

conf ined occupants. At this po int I am convinced t ha t 

t he architectural profession wi l l not effect ively protest 

design f o r abuse o f human rights on the basis o f 

professional ethics and civic mora l i ty . Even if it d id, I 

doub t t he efficacy o f t ha t approach t o cr iminal 

behavior where prisons are operated as extensions o f 

the societies t ha t create t h e m . 

In December 2014, when t he Amer ican Inst i tute o f 

Architects decl ined t o proh ib i t design o f spaces fo r 

capital pun ishment, long-term sol itary conf inement , 

and t o r tu re , i t became clear t ha t professional ethics 

does not have t he power t o deal w i t h th is issue. 

Intent iona l abuse o f human rights in prisons is carried 

ou t by t h e inst i tu t ion and its operat ing staff. Architects 

play a support ing role; the i r codes o f proper conduct 

do not extend t o the i r cl ients' activit ies. It makes sense 

t o suggest tha t architects can do someth ing posit ive by 

support ing legal act ion tha t out laws abusive and 

degrading t r ea tmen t . There is now a case before the 

Supreme Court o f Canada tha t seeks abol i t ion o f long-

t e r m sol itary con f inement as a const i tut iona l issue, 

in te rnet sources now show vigorous legal oppos i t ion 

t o t ha t practice in the United States. Support o f legal 

actions wi l l address in tent iona l abuse o f human rights, 

but may not apply t o the unoff ic ia l se l f -punishment o f 

prisoners when they abuse, rape, and attack each 

o ther in the murderous environs o f c rowded prisons. 

Scandinavian experience suggests another op t i on - t o 

change the law and admin istrat ive structures t ha t go 

w i t h i t , and in t he process l imi t t he impact o f 

adversarial polit ics on matters o f cr ime and 

pun ishment . Af ter Wor ld War 2 Finland was t r oub l ed 

by poverty and discord, w i t h severe c r ime and 

sentencing, and high incarcerat ion. Its story o f success 

in t he fo l l ow ing decades is presented in a paper, 

" Impr i sonment and Penal Policy in Finland", by Tapio 



Lappi-Seppala, publ ished in Scandinavian Studies in 

Law, 1999-2012 

The pr imary object ive in changing laws and the 

operat ion of penal policy wou ld be reduct ion of the 

inf luence of puni t ive ideology in t he admin is t rat ion of 

cr iminal just ice. Politicians in a democracy could not be 

removed f r om this arena, but the i r use of such 

impor tan t and divisive matters fo r poi it icai advantage 

is not in t he interest o f cr iminal or social just ice. A 

d i f fe rent socio-legal-political s t ructure is needed, one 

w i t h broad representat ion t o balance pol it ical power. 

It wou ld recognize t h e destruct ive potent ia l o f 

excessive con f inement under harsh condit ions, and 

tackle injustices w i t h i n prisons as par t o f our 

humani tar ian struggle outs ide the walls. 

There are architects wo rk i ng internat iona l ly w h o have 

the idealism t o take on this kind o f work . They act 

most o f ten on issues o f shelter fo r people str icken by 

poverty, disease, and disaster. Some are wor ld-w ide 

organizations, but even the re I doubt t ha t any has t he 

size and experience t o tackle t he arch i tecture o f 

conf inement , involved as i t is w i t h massive 

bureaucracies and pol it ical regimes deeply interested 

in cr ime and pun ishment 

Lappi-Seppala does not indicate whe the r architects in 

Finland were involved in changes t o t ha t just ice 

system. In Canada I urge the architectural profession t o 

part ic ipate in the necessary social and pol i t ica l 

discourse. To do so, it faces a complex chal lenge. 

Canadian provincial laws require t ha t prisons be 

designed by architects. It fo l lows tha t provincial 

inst i tutes of architecture, as regulatory bodies, may be 

re luctant t o quest ion legal and polit ical au thor i t y wh i l e 

member architects wi l l ing t o design prisons cont inue 

t o do so under provincial law. I understand t h a t a 

similar s i tuat ion applies in the United States, whe r e 

some facil it ies must also be equipped for capital 

pun ishment . 

Contr ibut ions by architects t o a process o f just ice t h a t 

respects t he need f o r a reasonable qual i ty o f l ife f o r 

people in con f inement requires act ion f r om off ic ia l 

inst i tut ions o f t he profession. If my memory serves 

we l l , t he RAIC/Architecture Canada has general ly 

suppor ted prison construct ion fo r various reasons. I 

f ound no prob lem w i t h t ha t idea In t h e late 20**' 

century when Canada accepted new ideas for design o f 

modest and manageable prisons. 

In 2011 , a Conservative major i ty government in 

Canada decided t o imi ta te Amer ican " tough Justice". 

Many asked why we should repeat tha t we l l -known 

fa i lure. Under these condit ions, I urge Arch i tec ture 

Canada t o in i t iate talks w i t h pol it ic ians in a search f o r 



non-part isan agreement t ha t penal policy and 

impr i sonment wi l l be placed and kept at arms-length 

f r om direct pol it ical inf luence. The consequence fo r 

architects wou ld see emphasis on evidence based 

design directed t oward the provision of humane and 

effect ive prisons tha t provide more than il lusions of 

publ ic safety. 

Added, 15 Oct 2015. 

Under democrat ic rule, when a newly elected 

government changes penal policy and init iates a 

regime tha t favors puni t ive just ice, barbaric t r ea tment , 

and conf inement under c rowded, savage condit ions, 

t he architectural profession is chal lenged. Professions 

are created by public author i ty , and are granted 

signif icant concessions o f sel f-management, in re turn 

f o r the i r promises t o always act in t he public interest. 

When penal practices o f a harsh nature can be shown 

t o aggravate t he incidence o f cr ime, an architect 

designing t o those policies breaks a promise t o act in 

t he public interest. In th is service, architects must deny 

the i r codes of ethics wh ich suggest, require, o r imply 

effect ive design and observance o f human rights and 

(rarely) social just ice. In this case it is i ronic t ha t 

professions and the i r codes o f ethics were granted and 

are sustained by legal author i ty , yet it is a government 

c l ient t ha t asks architects t o defy those codes. 

When a change in government requires architects t o 

work in th is way, it is easy t o say t ha t the t roub le is all 

on t he government side, and tha t a profession cannot 

challenge the author i ty t ha t created it. As a result, 

architects in North America and elsewhere have long 

been free, and remain so, t o fo l l ow the cl ients 

instruct ions, do the work, and take the money, is t h a t 

good enough? is t ha t profess ional , or is It avoidance o f 

responsibi l i ty in ant ic ipat ion o f the prof i ts o f t he prison 

business ? Is an architect sti l l bound t o honor ethics 

and moral i ty, and effect ive design, in spite of a public 

cl ient's abuse of its own obl igat ions ?. 

To be fair, these t roubles arise on the public side, in 

t he poverty, racism, indi f ference and ignorance o f 

people w h o mainta in t ha t violence can be overcome 

by more violence. The fa i lure of arch i tecture in th is 

case lies in its si lent service in the prison business, 

dur ing wh ich i t has designed prisons fo r any pol it ical 

reg ime in power, w i t h no serious a t t emp t t o val idate 

effectiveness and resolve humani tar ian issues in the i r 

opera t ion . 

In this service architects are in a hard space. In Nor th 

America they are required by law fo r design o f prisons 

tha t at t imes wi l l require design fo r bruta l activit ies 

offensive t o codes of ethics of t he profession. These 
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troubles come from social and political failures that in 
democracies demand the attention of any profession 
dedicated to service in the public interest. I argue that 
architects can follow the example of other professions 
known for advocating changes in law and the 
administration of justice that will deny majorities the 
power to abuse confined and vulnerable people. That 
this can be done while a profession continues its 
normal work is shown in recent protests to the federal 
government by the Canadian legal and psychiatric 
professions concerning the inhumane treatment of 
prison inmates proposed by Bill C-10, passed into law 
in March 2012. 

Recent American extravagance in building new prisons; 
(19 billion dollars for state and federal prisons, 1980-
1994), places high stakes on this discussion. The same 
thing, at reduced scale, is now happening in Canada. 
Official American authorities have conceded the failure 
and the waste of their experiment with tough justice. 
For architects to remain silent during and after such 
fiascos, is not professional conduct. While they take 
instructions, and continue with reasonable prison 
design and construction, I urge Canadian architects to 
end their long silence on these issues, and publicly 
advocate and work for civilized and effective prison 

design and operation under a balance of civil and 
political authority in affairs of justice and penal policy. 

Democracies claim that to improve their management 
of poverty, racism, and indifference, they need citizens 
willing to participate in democratic processes. They 
also need professions that will refrain from exploiting 
political and social injustices, and be willing to let their 
clients and societies know what they think about the 
destructive things they are sometimes asked to do. 

cc To Architecture Canada, 
Provincial Ass'ns of Architecture in Canada 
Minister of Public Safety, Canada 
Minister of Justice, Canada 
Commissioner, Correctional Service of Canada 
American Institute of Architects 
Architects, Designers and Planners for Social 
Responsibility (Raphael Sperry) 
Howard Sapers, Correctional Investigator, 

Canada. 
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